GOBRECHT 


JOURNAL 


For  Collectors 
of  the 

LIBERTY  SEATED  COIN  SERIES 

VOLUME  TWENTY  FIVE  ISSUE  #74 


QUARTERS 

1840-O  Large  0,  ANACS  VG-8   $950 

1845     5/5,  NGC  MS-63,  brilliant   975 

1847  47/47,  doubled  die,  NGC  MS-63 . .  1100 

1851-0  VG/G,  original,  one  obv  spot   145 

1853      NA,  ANACS  Fine-12   750 

1853-0  ANACS  EF-40,  choice  original  ...  165 

1859-  S   VG+    125 

1860-  S   VG/AG+,  original   150 

1860-S   VG++,  old  cleaning    220 

1861      PCGS  MS-63,  PQ,  brilliant   495 

1 864-S   VG/G,  one  tiny  obv  mark   395 

1864-S    NGCVF-35   1150 

1866-S   Fine,  old  cleaning    425 

1866-S   Fine+,  old  cleaning   475 

1866-  S   ANACS  VF-20,  sharp   650 

1867-  S   VG  +  ,  full  LIBERTY   225 

1 867-S  PCGS  Fine-1 2,  tiny  obv  scratch  . .  340 

1869      Proof-62,  brilliant   450 

1871-  S   VG/AG  +  ,  no  problems    295 

1872-  S   ANACS  Good-4   895 

1872-S   Fine,  minor  roughness    1250 

1872-CC  VG/AG+,  nice  original   495 

1 873  NA,  Closed  3,  VG/G  tiny  rim  nick  .  1 85 

1 879  PCGS  MS-64,  PQ,  brilliant   925 

1880  VF,  decent   210 

1880  PCGS  MS-62,  brilliant  PL    465 

1881  PCGS  MS-63,  blazing  white   750 

1882  PCGS  Proof-63,  PQ,  brilliant   535 

1884     VG,  nice,  original   250 

1884      PCGS  VF-20,  original   350 


QUARTERS 

1884 

PCGS  MS-63,  original  toning  .... 

$775 

1887 

PCGS  Fine-12   

325 

1887 

PCGS  Proof-62  

375 

1887 

PCGS  MS-63,  original  toning  .... 

695 

1888-S 

PCGS  MS-61,  brilliant  

325 

1889 

VF+,  no  problems  

295 

1889 

PCGS  MS-64,  blazing  white 

925 

1890 

PCGS  Proof-63,  PQ,  brilliant 

550 

1891 

PCGS  MS-63,  blazing  white 

425 

1891 

NGCMS-65,  Briggs7-G, 

rare,  toned  

I  I DU 

1891-0 

PCGS  Fine-1 5   

HALF  DOLLARS 

1844-0 

Doubled  Date,  Good+,  rare 

$425 

1851-0 

VF+,  old  cleaning   

125 

1852-0 

ANACS  EF-40,  sharp  original 

525 

1857-S 

Large  S,  Good+   

100 

1857-S 

Medium  S,  PCGS  EF-45,  original  . 

575 

1862 

EF,  sharp  

145 

1874 

ANACS  Proof-63,  gorgeous 

1450 

1884 

ANACS  Proof-63,  original  toning  . 

695 

1886 

VG  

1886 

PCGS  Proof-62,  lightly  toned,  nice  . 

r  r  A 

550 

1886 

ANACS  Proof-63,  nice  toning 

695 

1891 

NGCMS-60,  brilliant  PQ  

425 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1850-O 

ANACS  VF-30,  nice,  original 

$575 

Seated  Quarter  Set  For  Sale: 

100  different  dates  in  bookshelf  albums. 
Set  includes  1853  No  Arrows,  1872-S  and  1886  quarters. 
Call  or  write  for  details 
$7300 

Bob  Foster  Rare  Coins  •  LSCC  #239 

P.O.  Box  1966  •  Euless,  Texas  76039 
Telephone  (817)  355-1235  •  Fax  (817)  355-0235 


OUR  PLEDGE 


To  encourage,  promote  and  dispense  numismatic  knowledge  of  Liberty  Seated  coins; 
to  cultivate  fraternal  relations  among  its  members  and  all  those  interested  in  the 
science  of  numismatics. 


OFFICERS 

John  McCloskey  President/Editor 

Larry  Briggs   Vice  President 

Scott  Grieb  Secretary-Treasurer 


This  is  a  non-profit  organization  dedicated  to  the  attributions  of  the 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COIN  SERIES. 


Printed  and  Bound 
by 


RINXB0INX 


Additional  copies  available  $5.00  each,  from  John  McCloskey 


No  material  in  this  publication 
may  be  reproduced  without  permission  of  the  authors. 


1 


GOBRECHT  JOURNAL 

Official  Publication 
of  the 

LIBERTY  SEATED  COLLECTORS  CLUB 
VOLUME  25  MARCH,  1999  NO.~74~ 

CONTENTS 

DATE  CHARACTERISTICS  FOR  1842  LIBERTY  SEATED  COINAGE 

by  John  W.  McCloskey  3 

1853  DOUBLED  DIE  REVERSE  HALF  DOLLARS 

by  Dick  Osburn  12 

AN  INTERESTING  1866  LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLAR  VARIETY 

by  Michael  S.  Fey  20 

AN  1878-CC  QUARTER  WITH  A  MISPLACED  DATE 

by  Bill  Fivaz  :  23 

UPDATE  ON  MISPLACED  DATES  IN  THE  SEATED  DIME  SERIES 

by  Gerry  Fortin  24 

A  PROFILE  FOR  UNCIRCULATED  1876-CC  LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DOLLARS 

by  Weimar  W.  White  28 

AN  1877  TRADE  DOLLAR  WITH  A  DOUBLED  DIE  OBVERSE 

by  Ken  Chylinski  30 

NEW  INFORMATION  ON  THE  1866-S  HALF  DIME 

by  Mark  Sheldon  32 

RESEARCH  NEEDED  ON  TRADE  DOLLARS  WITHOUT  PERIOD  35 

DENTICLE  PATTERNS  FOR  LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DOLLARS 

by  John  W.  McCloskey  37 

MORE  ON  THE  RARITY  OF  CARSON  CITY  SEATED  DOLLARS  43 

IS  CHERRYPICKING  AN  APPROPRIATE  WAY  TO  BUY  COINS? 

by  Jack  White  44 

LSCC  SPRING  REGIONAL  MEETING   45 

LIBERTY  SEATED  DESIGN  PROPOSAL  PRESENTED  TO 

DOLLAR  COIN  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE   46 

A  COUNTERFEIT  1860-S  HALF  DOLLAR 

by  Brian  Greer  48 

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR  50 


Date  Characteristics  for  1842  Liberty  Seated  Coinage 


by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

The  size  of  the  date  and  the  shape  of  the  date  digits  have  always  been  important 
characteristics  in  identifying  many  die  varieties  because  these  features  often  distin- 
guished the  obverse  dies  of  a  given  date.  However,  date  features  became  more 
difficult  to  use  in  variety  identification  during  the  Liberty  Seated  era  because  the  mint 
began  usingfourdigitdate  punches  in  1 840.  Recent  research  has  shown  that  the  mint 
prepared  a  series  of  date  punches  of  different  sizes  and  then  used  these  punches  to 
produce  the  dates  on  the  coinage  dies  of  this  period.  Interestingly  enough,  the  four 
digit  date  punches  frequently  had  different  characteristics  during  the  first  few  years  of 
the  Liberty  Seated  era.  It  wasn't  until  1 847  that  the  mint  prepared  date  punches  with 
the  same  style  for  all  denominations  of  coinage  struck  at  the  mint. 

I  have  found  1 842  to  be  an  interesting  year  for  numismatic  research  because  the 
size  of  the  date  was  changed  on  many  United  States  coins  in  this  year.  I  do  not  know 
why  this  change  was  made  but  it  is  clear  that  mint  officials  decided  to  increase  the  size 
of  the  date  on  coinage  produced  at  the  mint  in  1842.  The  date  size  was  increased 
during  this  year  on  many  denominations  and  it  was  increased  for  other  denominations 
a  year  later.  For  many  years  I  had  assumed  that  the  mint  prepared  a  new  set  of  four 
digit  date  punches  to  implement  this  change  but  recent  studies  have  indicated  that 
this  was  not  the  case.  In  fact,  the  mint  simply  used  the  date  punches  then  on  hand  to 
produce  the  effect  that  they  desired. 


1842  Proof  Half  Dime  with  Date  Style  A 
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A  study  of  date  characteristics  for  1 842  coins  across  denominations  indicates  that 
there  were  five  date  punches  used  during  this  year  for  coinage  dies.  These  five  date 
punches  were  used  on  all  of  the  dies  prepared  for  copper,  silver  and  gold  coinage  of 
this  year.  A  listing  of  the  characteristics  for  each  of  these  date  styles  is  given  below. 

Date  Style  A 

The  dateforthis  style  measures  4.0mm  long  from  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  to  the  back 
arc  of  the  2.  The  1  measures  1 .0mm  high  and  the  upper  serif  of  this  digit  is  flat  across 
the  top.  The  8  has  a  block  8  shape  with  two  circles  resting  on  top  of  one  another  with 
nearly  circular  openings.  The  upper  opening  is  only  slightly  smaller  than  the  lower 
opening  in  the  digit.  The  4  has  a  thick  upright  with  a  narrow  diagonal  and  a  narrow 
crossbar.  This  digit  has  a  small  triangular  crosslet  that  extends  out  just  beyond  the 
right  base  of  the  4.  The  2  has  a  large  ball  on  the  upper  left,  a  thick  upper  arc  and  a  thin 
neck.  This  digit  has  a  curled  base  and  a  tail  that  extends  up  away  from  the  base  of  the 
digit.  This  date  style  was  used  on  1842  half  dimes  and  dimes. 


1842  Dime  with  Date  Style  A 


Date  Style  B 

The  date  for  this  style  measures  5.3mm  long  from  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  to  the  back 
arc  of  the  2.  The  1  measures  1 .3mm  high  and  the  upper  serif  of  this  digit  is  flat  across 
the  top.  The  8  has  a  block  8  shape  with  two  circles  resting  on  top  of  one  another  with 
nearly  circular  openings.  The  upper  opening  is  only  slightly  smaller  than  the  lower 
opening  in  the  digit.  The  4  has  a  thick  upright  with  a  narrow  diagonal  and  a  narrow 
crossbar.  This  digit  has  no  crosslet  and  the  right  tip  of  the  crossbar  extends  out  only 
slightly  beyond  the  right  base  of  the  4.  The  2  has  a  large  ball  on  the  upper  left,  a  thick 
upper  arc  and  a  narrow  neck.  This  digit  has  a  curled  base  and  a  tail  that  extends  up 
away  from  the  base  of  the  digit.  This  date  style  was  used  on  1 842  quarters. 
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1842-0  Small  Date  Quarter  with  Date  Style  B 


Date  Style  C 

The  date  for  this  style  measures  6.3mm  long  from  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  to  the  back 
arc  of  the  2.  The  1  measures  1 .7mm  high  and  the  upper  serif  of  this  digit  slopes  slightly 
downward  to  the  left.  The  8  has  a  block  8  shape  with  two  circles  resting  on  top  of  one 
another  with  nearly  circular  openings.  The  upper  opening  is  only  slightly  smaller  than 
the  lower  opening  in  the  digit.  The  4  has  a  thick  upright  with  a  narrow  diagonal  and  a 
narrow  crossbar.  This  digit  has  no  crosslet  and  the  right  tip  of  the  crossbar  extends  out 
well  beyond  the  right  base  of  the  4.  The  2  has  a  large  ball  on  the  upper  left,  athick  upper 
arc  and  a  narrow  neck.  This  digit  has  a  curled  base  and  a  tail  that  extends  up  away  from 
the  base  of  the  digit.  This  date  style  was  used  on  1842  quarters  and  half  dollars. 


1842  Small  Date  Half  Dollar  with  Date  Style  C 
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Date  Style  D 

The  date  for  this  style  measures  7.1mm  long  from  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  to  the  back 
arc  of  the  2.  The  1  measures  2.1mm  high  and  the  upper  serif  of  this  digit  slopes 
downward  to  the  left.  The  8  has  a  block  8  shape  with  two  circles  resting  on  top  of  one 
another  with  nearly  circular  openings.  The  upper  opening  is  only  slightly  smaller  than 
the  lower  opening  in  the  digit.  The  4  has  a  thick  upright  with  a  narrow  diagonal  and 
a  narrow  crossbar.  This  digit  has  a  large  crosslet  that  extends  out  only  slightly  beyond 
the  right  base  of  the  4.  The  2  has  a  large  ball  on  the  upper  left,  a  thick  upper  arc  and 
a  narrow  neck.  This  digit  has  a  curled  base  and  a  tail  that  extends  up  away  from  the 
base  of  the  digit.  This  date  style  was  used  on  1 842  half  dollars. 


1842-0  Medium  Date  Half  Dollar  with  Date  Style  D 


Date  Style  E 

The  date  forthis  style  measures8.0mmlongfrom  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  to  the  back 
arc  of  the  2.  The  1  measures  2.3mm  high  and  the  upper  serif  of  this  digit  slopes  slightly 
downward  to  the  left.  The  8  has  a  block  8  shape  with  two  circles  resting  on  top  of  one 
another  with  oval  openings.  The  upper  opening  is  only  slightly  smaller  than  the  lower 


opening  but  both  are  taller  than  they  are  wide.  The  4  has  a  thick  upright  with  a  narrow 
diagonal  and  a  narrow  crossbar.  This  digit  has  a  large  crosslet  that  extends  out  only 
slightly  beyond  the  right  base  of  the  4.  The  base  of  this  digit  is  longer  and  thinner 
than  the  base  for  the  earlier  styles.  The  2  has  a  large  ball  on  the  upper  left,  a  thick 
upper  arc  and  a  narrow  neck.  This  digit  has  a  curled  base  and  a  tail  that  extends  up 
away  from  the  base  of  the  digit.  This  date  style  was  used  on  1 842  Seated  dollars. 

While  there  are  only  five  date  sizes,  this  set  of  date  punches  was  used  on  all  ten 
denominations  of  copper,  silver  and  gold  coinage  struck  at  the  mint  in  1 842. 1  have 
not  been  able  to  identify  more  than  two  different  date  styles  on  any  single 
denomination  of  this  year,  but  I  have  found  that  two  different  date  punches  were 
used  on  five  different  denominations.  The  different  date  styles  can  easily  be 
distinguished  by  their  measured  length  but  it  may  not  be  easy  to  obtain  this 
measurement  while  examining  coins  at  a  show  or  when  studying  enlarged  photo- 
graphs of  coins  in  an  auction  catalogue.  Date  style  A  can  easily  be  distinguished 
from  date  styles  B  and  C.  The  4  on  date  style  A  has  a  crosslet  while  there  is  no 
crosslet  on  the  4  in  date  styles  B  and  C.  Date  styles  D  and  E  can  easily  be 
distinguished  from  date  styles  B  and  C,  again  because  date  styles  D  and  E  both 
have  a  4  with  a  crosslet.  Date  styles  B  and  C  are  more  difficult  to  distinguish  from 
each  other  because  both  have  a  4  without  a  crosslet  and  they  are  close  in  size. 
Furthermore,  both  date  styles  were  used  on  the  quarter  and  the  gold  half  eagle  of 
this  year.  It  is  recommended  that  when  no  coins  are  available  for  comparison  in 
determining  date  size,  the  distinction  in  these  date  styles  be  made  on  the  shape  of 
the  upper  serif  of  the  1 .  This  upper  serif  runs  straight  across  the  top  of  the  1  for  date 
style  B  while  the  upper  serif  slopes  slightly  downward  to  the  left  on  date  style  C. 
While  date  styles  D  and  E  are  similar,  these  styles  are  not  known  to  have  been  used 
on  the  same  denomination  during  this  year. 

An  examination  of  the  date  style  for  each  denomination  of  this  year  will  provide 
some  useful  information  in  attributing  varieties  of  this  date.  It  is  possible  that  other 
varieties  exist  but  this  search  cannot  begin  without  a  clear  understanding  of  what 
is  known  for  this  date. 

DATE  CHARACTERISTICS  FOR  1842  UNITED  STATES  COINAGE 

1842  HALF  CENTS 

All  of  the  half  cents  of  this  date  that  I  have  seen  have  been  struck  from  an  obverse 
with  date  style  B.  This  style  has  no  crosslet  on  the  4  and  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  runs 
straight  across  the  top  of  this  digit.  Both  original  and  restrike  specimens  have  this 
date  style.  The  date  on  these  pieces  spans  13  denticles  from  the  left  edge  of  the 
lower  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  2. 

1842  LARGE  CENTS 

Large  cents  of  this  date  were  struck  from  date  style  C  and  date  style  D  obverses. 
These  are  easy  to  distinguish  because  the  Small  Date  variety  with  date  style  C  has 
a  4  without  a  crosslet  while  the  Large  Date  variety  with  date  style  D  has  a  4  with  a 
crosslet.  The  small  date  spans  1 1  denticles  from  the  left  edge  of  the  lower  serif  of 
the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  2  while  the  large  date  spans  1 3  denticles. 
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1842  HALF  DIMES 

All  half  dimes  of  this  date  were  struck  from  date  style  A  obverses.  All  1 842  and  1 842- 
O  half  dimes  have  a  date  with  the  small  triangular  crosslet  on  the  right  end  of  the 
crossbar  of  the  4.  The  date  on  the  half  dime  spans  1 1  denticles  from  the  left  edge  of 
the  lower  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  2. 

1842  DIMES 

All  dimes  of  this  date  were  struck  from  date  style  A  obverses.  All  1 842  and  1 842- 
O  dimes  have  a  date  with  the  small  triangular  crosslet  on  the  right  end  of  the  crossbar 
of  the  4.  The  date  on  the  dime  spans  1 1  denticles  from  the  left  edge  of  the  lower  serif 
of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  2.  The  date  appears  smaller  on  the  dime  even  though 
it  is  the  same  size  as  the  date  on  the  half  dime.  This  date  style  A  doesn't  fill  in  the  space 
below  the  base  of  the  rock  as  well  on  the  larger  coin.  This  feature  must  have  been 
recognized  by  mint  officials  because  they  used  a  larger  date  on  the  dime  beginning 
in  1843.  This  new  date  style  had  a  4  without  a  crosslet  and  the  larger  date  spanned 
15  denticles  on  the  dime. 

1842  QUARTERS 

Quarters  of  this  date  were  struck  from  date  style  B  and  date  style  C  obverses.  These 
date  styles  are  difficult  to  distinguish  when  there  are  no  other  coins  available  for 
comparison  since  both  date  styles  have  a  4  without  a  crosslet.  The  Small  Date  variety 
with  date  style  B  has  a  1  with  the  upper  serif  running  straight  across  the  top.  The  1 842 
Small  Date  quarter  is  very  rare  and  available  only  as  a  proof  with  no  more  than  about 
half  a  dozen  pieces  known  to  exist.  The  1 842-0  Small  Date  quarter  is  not  as  rare  as 
this  but  it  is  still  very  difficultto  obtain  in  grades  approaching  mint  state.  The  Large  Date 
variety  with  date  style  C  has  a  1  with  the  upper  serif  sloping  slightly  downward  to  the 
left.  The  1 842  Large  Date  quarter  is  scarce  while  the  1 842-0  Large  Date  quarter  is  the 
most  common  quarter  of  this  date.  For  1842  quarters,  the  small  date  spans  11 
denticles  while  the  large  date  spans  nearly  13  denticles. 

1842  HALF  DOLLARS 

Half  dollars  of  this  date  were  struck  from  date  style  C  and  date  style  D  obverses. 
These  date  styles  are  easy  to  distinguish  since  the  Small  Date  variety  with  date  style 
C  has  a  4  without  a  crosslet  while  the  Medium  Date  variety  with  date  style  D  has  a  4 
with  a  crosslet.  Small  Date  and  Medium  Date  half  dollars  were  struck  in  Philadelphia 
and  New  Orleans  during  this  year.  The  1842  Small  Date  half  dollar  is  available  in  all 
grades  through  mint  state  but  the  1 842-0  Small  date  half  dollar  is  very  rare  and  very 
difficult  to  obtain  in  grades  approaching  mint  state.  The  1 842  Medium  Date  half  dollar 
and  1 842-0  Medium  Date  half  dollar  are  fairly  common  varieties  and  available  to  the 
interested  collector.  A  comparison  shows  that  the  small  date  on  the  half  dollar  spans 
1 1  denticles  while  the  medium  date  spans  12  denticles. 

1 842  SEATED  DOLLARS 

All  Seated  dollars  of  this  date  were  struck  from  date  style  E  obverses.  These  coins 
all  have  a  4  in  the  date  with  a  large  crosslet.  To  my  knowledge  this  date  style  was  not 
used  on  any  other  denomination  of  this  year.  The  date  spans  13  denticles  on  the 
Seated  dollar. 


8 


1842  QUARTER  EAGLES 

All  of  the  quarter  eagles  of  this  date  were  struck  from  date  style  A  obverses.  These 
coins  have  a  4  with  a  small  triangular  crosslet.  Quarter  eagles  were  struck  in 
Philadelphia,  New  Orleans,  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  from  these  obverses.  The  date 
on  the  quarter  eagle  spans  1 2  denticles.  The  shift  to  a  larger  date  was  not  introduced 
into  the  quarter  eagle  series  until  1843.  The  larger  date  on  the  1843  quarter  eagle 
spans  16  denticles.  Small  Date  and  Large  Date  quarter  eagles  were  struck  at  New 
Orleans  and  Charlotte  in  1843  during  this  transition  year  in  the  series. 

1842  HALF  EAGLES 

Half  eagles  of  this  date  were  struck  from  date  style  B  and  date  style  C  obverses.  As 
previously  indicated,  these  date  styles  are  difficult  to  distinguish  because  they  both 
have  a  4  without  a  crosslet.  However,  the  shape  of  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  can  be  used 
for  identification  of  these  date  styles.  The  Small  Date  variety  with  date  style  B  has  an 
upper  serif  on  the  1  that  runs  straight  across  the  top  of  this  digit.  The  Large  Date  variety 
with  date  style  C  has  an  upper  serif  on  the  1  that  slopes  slightly  downward  to  the  left. 
Another  comparison  shows  that  the  small  date  on  the  half  eagle  spans  1 3  denticles 
while  the  large  date  spans  1 6  denticles.  Small  Date  half  eagles  of  this  year  were  struck 
in  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans,  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega.  The  Large  Date  half  eagles 
of  this  year  are  known  only  for  the  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  branch  mints. 

1842  EAGLES 

Eagles  of  this  date  were  struck  from  date  style  C  and  date  style  D  obverses.  These 
date  styles  are  easy  to  distinguish  because  date  style  C  has  a4  without  a  crosslet  while 
date  style  D  has  a  4  with  a  crosslet.  Small  Date  eagles  of  this  year  with  date  style  C  are 
known  only  to  have  been  struck  in  Philadelphia.  Large  Date  eagles  of  this  year  with 
date  style  D  were  struck  in  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans. 


Date  Styles  for  1842  United  States  Coinage 

Date  Style  A  B  C  D  E 

Date  Length  4.0mm        5.3mm        6.3mm        7.1mm  8.0mm 

HALF  CENT  x 

LARGE  CENT  x  x 

HALF  DIME  x 
DIME  x 

QUARTER  .xx. 
HALF  DOLLAR  X  x 

SEATED  DOLLAR 
QUARTER  EAGLE  x 

HALF  EAGLE  x  x 

EAGLE  ..xx 
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The  mint  began  to  use  four  digit  date  punches  to  prepare  coinage  dies  in  1 840.  For 
many  years  I  was  completely  baffled  by  the  pattern  of  dates  with  and  without  a  crosslet 
4  during  the  1 840s.  The  dime  series  began  this  decade  having  dates  with  a  crosslet 
4  but  switched  to  dates  without  a  crosslet  4  after  an  increase  in  date  size  in  1 843.  The 
half  dollar  series  started  the  decade  having  dates  without  a  crosslet  4  and  switched 
to  dates  with  a  crosslet  4  following  an  increase  in  date  size  in  1 842.  The  quarter  series 
started  the  decade  having  dates  without  a  crosslet  4  and  continued  using  dates 
without  a  crosslet  4  even  though  there  was  an  increase  in  date  size  in  1 842.  The  half 
dime  and  dollar  series  retained  their  crosslet  4  dates  during  this  period.  It  was  unclear 
from  these  patterns  why  mint  officials  were  adding  or  deleting  the  crosslet  from  the 
date  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  Only  a  study  of  the  date  styles  across  all  denomina- 
tions of  United  States  coinage  answered  questions  about  why  the  crosslet  4  appeared 
in  one  series  and  vanished  in  another. 

Four  digit  date  punches  were  used  to  stamp  the  dates  into  coinage  dies  in  1 842. 
Five  punches  of  different  sizes  and  with  different  date  characteristics  were  prepared 
for  this  task.  It  appears  that  mint  officials  were  not  satisfied  with  the  appearance  of  the 
date  on  coins  produced  by  the  mint  at  this  time.  A  decision  was  therefore  made  to 
increase  the  date  size  on  the  large  cent,  quarter,  half  dollar,  half  eagle  and  eagle  while 
preparing  coinage  dies  for  this  year.  The  dates  were  increased  in  sizeforthe  dime  and 
quarter  eagle  the  next  year.  This  change  resulted  in  small  and  large  date  varieties  for 
many  denominations  in  1 842.  This  process  was  implemented  by  using  the  next  larger 
date  punch  available  for  each  of  these  series. 

Date  styles  B  and  C  had  dates  without  a  crosslet  4  while  date  styles  A,  D  and  E  had 
dates  with  a  crosslet  4.  The  change  to  the  next  date  size  for  each  denomination 
produced  a  change  in  the  crosslet  pattern  for  the  large  cent,  dime,  half  dollar,  quarter 
eagle  and  eagle  coins.  The  change  to  the  next  date  size  in  the  series  did  not  produce 
a  change  in  the  crosslet  pattern  for  the  quarter  and  half  eagle  coins.  This  would  seem 
to  imply  that  no  consideration  was  given  to  the  appearance  of  the  crosslet  4  in  the  date 
on  the  different  denominations.  Even  so,  there  is  still  no  explanation  as  to  why  some 
date  styles  had  a  crosslet  4  while  others  did  not  for  1 842  United  States  coinage. 


♦ 


Collective  Volume  Number  Four  Available 

Copies  of  Collective  Volume  Number  Four  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  can  still 
be  purchased  for  immediate  delivery  by  interested  club  members  at  the 
established  price  of  $44  per  copy.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  Liberty 
Seated  Collectors  Club  and  send  orders  to :  John  McCloskey,  President  LSCC, 
5718  King  Arthur  Dr.,  Kettering,  Ohio  45429. 

The  Editor 
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DIMES 

1838-0    No  Stars,  Fine   $90 

1853       No  Arrows,  F,  light  roughness   95 

1863-  S    VF,  original,  three  old  scratches    55 

1864-  S     VF,  original   80 

1867-S     Good,  weak  obverse  legends    23 

1872-  S    VF,  cleaned   110 

1874-  S    VF,  cleaned   100 

1875-  CC  CC  below  wreath,  Fine,  obverse  marks,  reverse  rim  cuds  .  15 

1875-CC  CC  below  wreath,  XF,  cleaned   45 

1 875-S    S  below  wreath,  XF   29 

1884       Choice  AU,  toned   55 

1889-S     S/S,  VF,  original   50 

1891        Choice  AU,  toned   52 

1891-0    VF+,  original   15 

QUARTERS 

1859       AU,  dipped   $120 

1873-  S     XF-40   185 

1877-CC  XF   65 

1877-CC  AU   130 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1839  VF,  with  drapery   $70 

1846       AU-50   145 

1846       Tall  Date,  VF   60 

1850-O    VG,  partial  drapery   32 

1 854-0    XF,  toned,  obverse  die  crack  at  star  1 1 ,  small  reverse  cud  .  85 

1861        VF   45 

1864-S     XF   75 

1867-S     VF-XF    45 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1840  VF+,  toned,  minor  rim  nicks   $265 

Terms:  Personal  checks  must  clear.  10  day  return  privilege. 
Please  add  $2.00  for  postage  on  orders  under  $50. 

Southeast  Numismatic  Service  •  LSCC  #680 

P.O.  Box  821  •  Winter  Haven,  Florida  33882 

^   .  J 
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1853  Doubled  Die  Reverse  Half  Dollars 


by 

Dick  Osburn 

The  1853  doubled  die  reverse  half  dollar  has  been  known  for  some  time,  with  a 
listing  provided  by  Walter  Breen  in  1988  in  his  encyclopedia  of  United  States  coins. 
This  variety  was  designated  Breen  #4839  in  this  encyclopedia  and  it  was  called  very 
rare.  What  is  not  so  well  known  is  that  there  are  several  different  doubled  die  reverses 
for  this  year.  I  currently  know  of  four  different  doubled  die  reverses  for  the  1 853  half 
dollar.  The  first  three  of  these  varieties  show  strong  doubling,  being  among  the  most 
pronounced  doubled  die  reverses  in  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series. 

My  research  on  1 853  half  dollars  could  be  described  as  casual.  I  examine  most  of 
the  higher  grade  examples  of  this  date  that  I  see  at  shows  and  check  them  for  a 
doubled  die  reverse,  but  I  pay  little  attention  to  other  characteristics  on  coins  of  this 
date.  The  four  doubled  die  reverses  are  very  similar,  and  they  are  difficult  to  distinguish 
without  a  careful  examination.  Each  of  the  four  reverses  was  used  with  a  different 
obverse.  The  characteristics  of  the  four  varieties  are  as  given  below. 

Variety  1 

Doubling  is  visible  on  almost  all  of  the  reverse  letters,  on  most  of  the  eagle's  feathers 
and  on  the  vertical  and  horizontal  shield  lines.  Careful  examination  of  a  high  grade 
example  reveals  that  the  reverse  is  actually  a  tripled  die.  The  tripling  is  most  visible 
under  the  crossbar  of  the  A  in  STATES.  A  characteristic  that  can  be  used  to  identify  this 
reverse  is  the  separation  of  the  serifs  on  the  second  S  in  STATES.  On  this  variety  there 
is  a  diagonal  shift  on  the  S  and  the  separation  of  the  serifs  is  clearly  visible.  On  Varieties 
2  and  3  the  shift  on  the  S  is  more  vertical,  so  the  separation  at  the  serifs  is  minimal. 


Variety  1 .  Separation  of  Serifs  Variety  1 .  Die  Break  from 

on  Second  S  in  STATES  Denticles  to  Left  Side  of  C 
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My  example  of  this  variety  has  several  minor  die  breaks.  The  first  break  runs  along 
the  top  of  the  letters  TATE  and  extends  on  to  the  denticles  above  the  S.  Another  die  break 
connects  the  left  side  of  the  C  in  AMERICA  to  the  denticles.  A  small  break  connects  the 
top  of  OF.  A  very  minor  break  connects  the  bottom  of  the  letters  in  HALF,  and  then 
extends  into  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  H.  Minor  evidence  of  die  clashing  is  visible  within 
the  recesses  of  the  shield,  extending  lightly  into  the  field  below  the  right  wing. 

The  obverse  of  this  variety  has  a  small  tine  off  the  upper  right  side  of  the  1  in  the  date. 
Several  very  pronounced  die  lines  extend  down  to  the  right  in  the  drapery  under  the 
elbow.  All  high  grade  examples  of  this  variety  that  I  have  seen  have  tiny  rim  cuds 
extending  from  4  o'clock  to  8  o'clock. 


Variety  1.  Die  Lines  in  Drapery  Under  Elbow 


Variety  1.  Obverse  Rim  Cuds 
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Variety  2 

There  are  two  characteristics  that  allow  for  quick  identification  of  this  variety.  There 
is  clear  separation  on  the  upper  right  serif  of  the  H  in  HALF  and  there  is  extremely  clear 
doubling  of  the  lower  left  border  of  the  shield.  Clear  doubling  on  both  the  inside  and 
outside  lines  of  the  shield  border  on  this  variety  give  the  appearance  of  a  quadruple 
line.  There  are  no  die  cracks  on  my  example  of  this  variety.  There  is  evidence  of  minor 
die  clashing  within  the  recesses  of  the  shield,  but  there  are  no  visible  clash  marks 
below  the  right  wing. 


Variety  2.  Separation  of  Right  Upper  Serif  of  H 


Variety  2.  Doubled  Border  on  Lower  Left  Side  of  Shield 
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The  obverse  of  this  variety  has  a  few  significant  features.  There  is  a  minor  die  crack 
that  extends  into  the  field  above  the  head  and  runs  through  the  8th  star  and  on  to  the 
cap,  continuing  lightly  through  the  outside  edges  of  the  9th  and  1 0th  stars.  This  variety 
has  similar  rim  cuds  to  those  seen  on  Variety  1 ,  but  they  run  from  4  o'clock  to  just  past 
6  o'clock.  These  cuds  are  visible  only  on  high  grade  coins. 


Variety  2.  Obverse  Rim  Cuds 


Variety  3 

This  is  the  only  one  of  the  first  three  varieties  where  the  TED  in  UNITED  shows  clear 
doubling  on  the  left  side  of  these  letters.  This  die  can  actually  be  identified  as  a  tripled 
die  as  seen  on  the  feathers  on  the  upper  part  of  the  eagle's  neck  and  on  the  crossbar 


Variety  3.  Doubling  on  Left  Side  of  TED 


15 


of  the  H  in  HALF.  There  are  no  die  breaks  on  my  example  of  this  variety,  but  there  is 
a  heavy  die  line  extending  through  the  bottom  of  OF,  slanting  slightly  upward.  There 
is  evidence  of  minor  die  clashing  within  the  recesses  of  the  shield,  with  faint  clash 
marks  visible  in  the  field  below  the  right  wing.  This  variety  was  previously  described 
by  Paul  Pierce  in  Issue  #50  of  the  journal  where  he  presented  a  clear  picture  of  the 
heavy  die  line  through  the  bottom  of  OF.  This  picture  also  shows  the  vertical 
separation  in  the  doubled  second  S  in  STATES. 


Variety  3.  Die  Lines  from  Bottom  of  Left  Arrow  and  Tip  of  1 
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The  obverse  of  this  variety  has  two  features  that  are  visible  even  on  relatively  low 
grade  examples.  There  are  two  small  but  pronounced  die  lines  in  the  rock  below 
Liberty's  finger.  There  are  also  a  number  of  light  vertical  die  lines  that  extend  down 
from  the  bottom  of  the  left  arrow.  The  right  most  line  extends  down  from  the  tip  of  the 
serif  of  the  1  in  the  date.  The  1  also  has  a  small  tine  off  its  right  side,  similar  to  that 
described  for  Variety  1 . 

Variety  4 

This  variety  is  easily  distinguished  from  the  first  three  varieties.  The  doubling  is 
much  less  pronounced  on  the  reverse  die.  The  most  noticeable  features  are  a  very 
slight  separation  of  the  vertical  shield  lines  and  doubling  of  the  feathers  below  the 
shield  tip.  There  is  very  prominent  doubling  on  the  top  of  the  letters  in  STATES  OF  on 
my  coin,  but  this  appears  to  be  the  halo  effect  seen  on  many  half  dollars  of  1 853  and 
1854  and  not  the  result  of  die  doubling.  My  example  of  this  variety  has  no  reverse 
cracks,  but  it  does  show  significant  clash  marks  within  the  recesses  of  the  shield  and 
below  the  right  wing. 

The  obverse  of  this  variety  has  no  significant  die  marks  that  can  be  seen  on  my  XF 
example.  It  is  distinguished  from  the  other  three  obverse  dies  only  by  the  lack  of  die 
markers  as  noted  for  the  other  dies. 

It  is  not  clear  why  there  are  so  many  doubled  dies  in  1 853  or  why  all  of  the  doubled 
dies  that  have  been  identified  are  reverses.  One  piece  of  evidence  may  provide  an 
explanation.  None  of  my  four  doubled  die  reverses  show  doubling  on  the  rays.  The 
extent  of  the  reverse  doubling  on  the  first  three  varieties  would  seem  to  make  this 
impossible  unless  one  of  the  impressions  came  from  a  hub  without  rays.  It  is 


Variety  4.  Doubling  of  Feathers  below  Shield  Tip. 
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reasonable  to  assume  that  some  1 853  reverses  were  first  prepared  from  a  normal  hub 
without  rays.  When  the  decision  was  made  to  add  rays  to  the  reverse  die,  a  second 
hub  could  have  been  prepared  and  used  to  add  the  rays  to  the  previously  prepared 
dies.  With  the  two  hubbing  operations  executed  at  different  times,  it  is  reasonable  to 
expect  that  a  few  doubled  dies  would  have  been  created  while  adding  rays  to  a  large 
number  of  reverse  dies.  It  is  also  possible  that  only  a  few  reverses  had  been  created 
prior  to  the  decision  to  add  rays,  and  that  doubled  dies  were  produced  on  most  of  the 
dies  that  were  double  hubbed. 

I  have  enjoyed  the  search  for  doubled  die  varieties  of  this  date  because  of  the 
available  supply  of  1853  half  dollars  at  most  coin  shows.  You  can  find  one  or  more 
examples  of  the  1 853  half  dollar  at  almost  every  table.  I  would  estimate  that  Variety  1 
and  Variety  2  would  be  R2  in  rarity.  I  have  probably  seen  30  to  40  examples  of  these 
varieties  in  dealer  cases.  Variety  3  could  rate  as  high  as  R5.  I  have  seen  only  two 
examples  of  this  variety.  But  I  have  only  recently  been  able  to  clearly  distinguish  the 
first  three  varieties,  and  some  of  the  pieces  that  I  had  previously  seen  could  have  been 
examples  of  Variety  3.  The  rarity  of  Variety  4  is  yet  to  be  determined.  I  have  only 
recently  identified  this  variety  and  have  seen  only  one  example. 

Some  interesting  questions  come  up  with  the  identification  of  so  many  doubled 
dies  for  this  date.  One  could  ask,  are  there  more  doubled  die  varieties  for  this  date? 
Only  a  continuing  search  through  the  available  coins  will  answer  this  question.  Has 
anyone  seen  a  doubled  die  reverse  for  an  1 853-0  half  dollar?  I  have  seen  one  report 
that  such  a  coin  exists,  but  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  examine  this  coin.  But  it  is 
reasonable  to  assume  that  some  of  the  1 853-0  reverse  dies  might  have  been  doubled 
by  the  same  process  that  resulted  in  the  doubled  die  reverses  for  the  coins  struck  in 
Philadelphia. 

During  the  recent  winter  meeting  of  LSCC  atthe  FUN  convention,  I  mentioned  some 
of  the  general  information  that  I  presented  in  this  article.  Following  this  meeting,  no 
fewer  than  six  LSCC  members  shared  with  me  some  related  research  they  were  doing 
on  Seated  half  dollars.  Some  of  their  observations  caused  me  to  rewrite  parts  of  this 
article  to  reach  a  specific  opinion  on  how  the  1853  doubled  die  half  dollars  were 
produced.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  of  these  individuals  for  the 
information  that  they  provided.  Please  remember,  fellow  club  members  possess  a 
wealth  of  information  that  they  have  obtained  though  years  of  study  in  the  series.  They 
can  provide  valuable  insights  and  important  information  to  anyone  researching 
specific  issues  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

I  would  be  interested  in  hearing  from  other  club  members  who  have  additional 
information  on  1 853  doubled  die  half  dollars.  I  can  be  reached  by  mail  as  follows:  Dick 
Osburn,  1 7  Harbor  Lane,  Kemah,  Texas  77565. 1  can  be  reached  by  telephone  at  (281 ) 
334-2476.  My  e-mail  address  is  osburnrk@gbtech.net. 

References 

Walter  Been's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  by  Walter  Breen, 
F.C.I.  Press,  1988. 
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Seated  Half  Dollars 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1840          VF,  Small  Letters    $60 

1841-0       VG,  natural   35 

1844          VF+   58 

1845-0       Good,  recut  date   30 

1846          VF,  over  horizontal  6    340 

1850          F-12,  very  nice   335 

1852-0       Good   60 

1853          VG   27 

1854-0       XF   110 

1855           55/54,  ANACS  VF-30    200 

1857-  0       Good   18 

1858-  S       XF,  beautiful  gray  toning   195 

1859  AU   200 

1859-  0       Fine   40 

1860  Fine   45 

1862  Good   25 

1863  FA/F   55 

1863-  S        F+   42 

1 864  FA/F,  very  nice   70 

1864-  S        VF+   85 

1 866          Fine,  attractive   35 

1866-  S        FA/F,  no  motto   225 

1867-  S        VF/XF   60 

1869          Good   16 

1869-S        Fine   35 

1869-  S       Fine,  no  drapery   65 

1870-  S       VF+,  nice   85 

1871-  CC      Good   125 

1872          Good   16 

1872-  CC     VF+,  beautiful  toning   420 

1873-  CC     About  Good,  no  arrows   95 

1873-CC     VG,  with  arrows    160 

1875  XF,  light  scratch   60 

1875-  CC      Good   20 

1876  Good,  natural   18 

1876-  CC      VG   38 

1878-CC     About  Good    235 

1879           VG   220 

1881          Fine,  no  E   240 

1883  Fine   240 

1884  VG,  nice    325 

1885  VG   245 

1888          Fine   265 

1890          Good   195 

Charles  Comfort  •  LSCC  #683 

P.O.  Box  249  •  Mazon,  Illinois  60444 
Telephone  (815)  942-0706  •  FAX  (81 5)  448-2033 

^   J 
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An  Interesting  1866  Liberty  Seated  Dollar  Variety 


by 

Michael  S.  Fey 

Although  I  have  more  frequently  written  about  Morgan  dollar  varieties,  I  find  it  hard 
to  resist  the  combination  of  beauty  and  rarity  present  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar 
series.  This  article  will  describe  an  interesting  1 866  Seated  dollar  variety  that  has  both 
a  repunched  date  and  a  doubled  die  reverse. 

I  recently  purchased  a  choice  deep  mirror  prooflike  AU  1866  Seated  dollar  from 
dealer  Dave  Wilson  of  Dave's  Coins  that  he  described  as  having  some  unusual 
features.  He  pointed  out  that  this  coin  had  a  repunched  1  in  the  date  and  a  doubled 
die  reverse  most  notable  on  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  Pictures  of  these  features  were  taken 
for  this  article  and  are  presented  for  review  and  study  by  club  members. 

I  found  a  reference  to  this  variety  in  the  silver  dollar  encyclopedia  published  by  Q. 
David  Bowers  in  1 993.  Here  this  variety  is  listed  as  a  proof  issue  with  a  reference  given 
to  Breen  #5476  from  the  Breen  encyclopedia  of  United  States  coins.  It  is  described 
by  Bowers  as  follows: 

Obverse:  Base  of  1  repunched. 

Reverse:  With  doubling  in  GOD  WE  TRUST  in  hub;  no  spine  from  top  of  the  third  leaf. 

This  is  the  die  combination  most  often  seen.  Copper  impressions  were  also  made 
from  these  dies. 

In  his  1 988  encyclopedia,  Breen  mentions  that  there  were  three  proof  varieties  of 
this  date  with  a  total  mintage  of  725  pieces  and  indicates  that  business  strikes  have 
a  low  date.  In  his  encyclopedia  on  proof  coinage  published  in  1 977,  Breen  called  this 
the  B-1  proof  variety. 


1866  Seated  Dollar  with  Repunched  1  in  Date 
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In  my  opinion  the  coin  that  I  own  is  definitely  a  business  strike  and  not  a  proof.  Bill 
Fivaz  has  seen  this  coin  and  also  believes  that  it  is  a  business  strike.  I  have  examined 
the  reeding  on  my  coin  and  have  obtained  a  reed  count  of  189. 1  don't  own  a  proof 
example  of  the  B-1  variety  but  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  the  reed  count  on 
the  B-1  proof  compares  to  the  reed  count  on  the  business  strike  of  the  same  variety. 
These  reed  counts  could  be  different. 

In  the  1878  Eight  Tailfeather  Morgan  dollar  series,  I  have  found  several  different 
sub-varieties  for  the  same  obverse-reverse  die  pair  by  recording  differences  in  reed 
count.  Indeed,  there  are  three  sides  to  a  coin!  Whenever  possible  I  would  urge 
collectors  of  the  Seated  series  to  count  reeds  and  report  the  results.  This  can  be  done 
in  a  minute  or  two  by  counting  reeds  under  a  thirty  power  microscope.  My  guess  is 
that  there  are  many  rare  sub-varieties  just  waiting  to  be  discovered  in  collections  of 
Seated  coins.  The  only  way  for  collectors  to  know  about  these  varieties  is  for  club 
members  to  report  their  discoveries  in  the  journal. 

The  1866  Seated  dollar  variety  reported  in  this  article  is  rare  and  an  interesting 
variety  to  study.  I  suspect  that  there  are  many  more  interesting  varieties  in  the  Seated 
dollar  series  that  have  not  yet  been  discovered. 

The  two  pictures  of  the  1 866  Seated  dollar  presented  with  this  article  were  taken 
by  Bill  Fivaz. 

References 

Silver  Dollars  &  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States,  a  Complete  Encyclopedia  by  Q. 
David  Bowers,  1993 

Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  1988 

Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins,  1 722-1 977 


1866  Seated  Dollar  with  Doubled  WE  in  Motto 


21 


f  ^ 

HALF  DIMES 

1 838  No  Drapery,  NGC  MS-62,  original  toning   $270 

1 840-O     With  Drapery,  ANACS  XF-45,  key  date   420 

1 848-0     PCGS  MS-67,  a  white  gem   9500 

1 869-S     NGC  MS-66,  a  blazing  white  gem   4800 

1869-S     NGCMS-63    595 

1871        NGC  MS-65,  a  satiny  gem   825 

DIMES 

1 853        ANACS  MS-65   $1 950 

1860-S     NGC  MS-64,  extremely  rare   7950 

1862        NGC  MS-65    1075 

QUARTERS 

1864-S     NGC  MS-64,  a  major  rarity   $34,500 

1 890        PCGS  MS-62,  nicely  toned   435 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1 839  No  Drapery,  PCGS  AU-55,  scarce  type   $2375 

1 839        No  Drapery,  NGC  AU-58,  lightly  toned   2675 

1 855-S     NGC  AU-58,  totally  original   9875 

1 861  -S     PCGS  MS-64,  a  lustrous  gem   4750 

1 863-S     NGC  MS-64,  a  pure  white  gem   3825 

1873-CC  With  Arrows,  NGC  MS-65,  extremely 

rare  this  nice   59,500 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1 844        NGC  AU-58,  white  and  prooflike   $1 650 

1848        NGC  AU-55    1675 

1 850-O     PCGS  AU-55,  nice  for  grade   4275 

1 850-O     NGC  MS-64,  ex-Fairfield  collection, 

beautiful  toning   29,500 

1 859-  S     NGC  MS-60,  rare  in  high  grades   6950 

1860-  O     NGCMS-63    1950 

1868       PCGS  Proof-53,  a  nice  circulated  proof   895 

Carter  Numismatics  Ltd.  •  LSCC#1426 

First  Place  Tower  •  1 5  East  Fifth  Street  •  Suite  4024 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma  741 03 
Telephone  1  -800-81 7-2646 
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An  1878-CC  Quarter  with  a  Misplaced  Date 


by 

Bill  Fivaz 

It  seems  like  more  collectors  are  looking  for  misplaced  date  varieties,  and  that  more 
of  these  interesting  varieties  are  now  being  identified.  Several  theories  have  been 
presented  as  to  why  they  occur  but  no  one  has  provided  an  explanation  that  has 
produced  a  consensus  opinion  on  the  subject.  They  are  found  on  virtually  every 
denomination  of  United  States  coinage  from  the  1 840s  up  to  1 908  and  are  frequently 
encountered  within  the  Liberty  Seated  series.  Portions  of  date  digits  are  most 
frequently  found  in  various  locations  in  the  denticles  below  the  date  on  Seated  coins, 
but  others  have  mystified  collectors  by  appearing  in  the  rock  upon  which  Liberty  is 
seated,  in  the  folds  of  her  gown  and  in  at  least  one  instance,  on  the  flat  rim  of  the  coin. 

At  the  recent  FUN  Convention  in  Orlando  I  had  the  good  fortune  of  locating  what 
I  felt  was  a  misplaced  date  on  an  1 878-CC  quarter  that  graded  MS-63.  This  find  was 
confirmed  by  Kevin  Flynn,  the  author  of  the  new  reference  book  on  misplaced  date 
varieties.  The  location  of  this  misplaced  date  is  unusual  in  that  only  the  top  of  an  extra 
digit  can  be  seen  at  the  base  of  the  denticles  immediately  above  the  rim.  Almost  all 
of  the  other  known  misplaced  dates  are  located  inside  or  above  the  denticles  below 
the  date.  In  this  case,  the  two  top  serifs  of  a  7  and  the  arc  between  them  are  clearly 
visible  at  the  bottom  of  the  denticles  below  the  space  between  the  8  and  7  in  the  date. 

I  would  be  interested  in  any  theories  that  club  members  might  have  on  how  these 
misplaced  dates  occurred  on  all  denominations  of  United  States  coinage  for  over  half 
a  century.  Several  theories  have  been  presented  but  none  of  these  have  been  readily 
accepted  as  the  cause  of  this  phenomenon  to  my  knowledge. 


1878-CC  Quarter  with  Extra  7  in  Denticles 
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Update  on  Misplaced  Dates  in  the 
Seated  Dime  Series 

by 

Gerry  Fortin 

The  1 997  release  of  Kevin  Flynn's  book  "A  Collector's  Guide  to  Misplaced  Dates" 
was  an  important  milestone  in  the  consolidation  of  information  on  Liberty  Seated 
misplaced  date  varieties.  I  enjoyed  writing  the  Seated  dime  chapter  in  this  book 
because  it  provided  me  with  an  opportunity  to  assemble  and  categorize  the  known 
misplaced  date  varieties  in  this  series.  Dr.  Tim  Cook  and  I  spent  many  hours  studying 
the  coins  in  our  collections  looking  for  historical  oversights  while  searching  for 
potential  new  contributions  to  the  list  of  known  varieties.  Last  minute  discoveries  were 
made,  reinforcing  our  opinion  that  there  is  a  continual  need  for  scrutiny  of  new 
acquisitions  by  the  collector. 

Since  the  release  of  the  Flynn  book,  the  journal  has  contained  only  one  article 
describing  new  misplaced  date  varieties  in  the  Seated  dime  series.  This  was  the  article 
by  Chris  Pilliod  on  the  1 888  dime  with  an  extra  digit  in  the  rock  that  appeared  in  Issue 
#70  of  the  journal.  However,  this  lack  of  new  articles  on  the  subject  should  not  imply 
that  the  search  for  misplaced  date  varieties  has  been  exhausted.  The  common  dates 
in  the  Seated  dime  series  from  1 882  to  1 891  continue  to  provide  opportunities  for  new 
discoveries  by  the  vigilant  variety  specialist.  Some  new  discoveries  have  been  made 
and  I  feel  that  it  is  importantto  provide  information  on  them  to  club  members  who  might 
be  interested  in  these  varieties. 

I  would  like  to  report  that  Chris  Pilliod  has  made  a  second  discovery  of  a  misplaced 
date  on  an  1 888  dime  since  the  release  of  the  Flynn  book.  This  new  find  is  an  1 888 


1888  Dime  with  Extra  88  in  Gown 
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dime  with  two  extra  digits  in  the  gown  directly  to  the  right  of  the  scroll  end.  These  digits 
are  the  bottoms  of  extra  8s  located  in  the  folds  of  the  drapery.  It  is  not  typical  for 
misplaced  date  varieties  of  this  period  to  show  the  bottom  of  extra  digits  since  most 
of  these  varieties  from  1 883  to  1 891  have  the  tops  of  extra  digits  located  on  the  main 
device.  The  discovery  coin  is  a  beautiful  lustrous  MS-60+  specimen  with  nice 
peripheral  golden  toning.  The  picture  presented  with  this  article  clearly  shows  the  left 
most  digit  below  a  fold  in  the  gown.  The  right  digit  is  tucked  behind  a  gown  fold  to  the 
right  of  the  skirt  pendant  and  is  not  visible  in  the  picture  due  to  shadows.  This  Seated 
dime  has  denticle  ruler  measurement  DR-OR  and  shield  position  SP-7.  This  coin  is  also 
heavily  clashed  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  The  reverse  clashing  is  strong  enough 
to  show  the  BER  in  LIBERTY  on  the  reverse. 

A  misplaced  date  was  also  discovered  on  an  1 882  dime  that  I  received  from  an  East 
Coast  dealer  in  early  1998.  This  was  an  important  discovery  because  no  misplaced 
dates  had  been  identified  on  an  1 882  dime  up  to  this  time.  The  extra  digit  appears  to 
be  the  top  of  an  extra  8  located  directly  over  the  gap  between  the  82  in  the  date  up  near 
where  the  gown  meets  the  rock.  Since  this  coin  has  a  broken  top  2  in  the  date,  the 
integrity  of  the  top  arc  of  the  extra  digit  suggests  that  it  is  an  8.  The  discovery  coin  has 
been  graded  NGC  MS-64  and  is  lustrous  with  delicate  rose  and  aquatoning.  This  coin 
has  denticle  ruler  measurement  DR-OC  and  shield  position  SP-6.5  with  a  broken  top 
2  in  the  date. 


1882  Dime  with  Extra  8  in  Rock 
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During  the  fall  of  1 998  Chris  Pilliod  identified  another  new  misplaced  date  variety, 
this  time  discovering  the  flag  of  an  extra  1  on  an  1 887  dime.  This  coin  has  the  flag  of 
an  extra  1  in  the  area  between  the  end  of  the  scroll  and  the  gown  line  leading  to  the 
pendant.  The  flag  of  the  1  extends  down  to  the  left  of  the  gown  line  and  should  be  easily 
seen  on  coins  grading  VF  or  better.  This  was  the  first  misplaced  date  variety  identified 
for  dimes  of  1 887,  leaving  1 884  as  the  only  date  during  the  last  ten  years  of  the  Seated 
dime  series  not  to  produce  a  misplaced  date  variety.  The  discovery  coin  was  graded 
PCGS  MS-63  and  features  even  golden  toning  across  the  obverse  and  is  a  light  gray 
with  subdued  luster  on  the  reverse.  The  coin  has  denticle  ruler  measurement  DR-OC 
and  shield  position  SP-6.5. 

The  search  for  misplaced  date  varieties  continues  in  the  Seated  dime  series  and 
will  undoubtedly  result  in  additional  discoveries.  Each  new  variety  aids  in  the  process 
of  constructing  diagnostics  for  varieties  of  the  common  dates  in  the  dime  series  from 
the  1880s.  I  would  welcome  all  correspondences  from  members  on  potential  new 
discoveries.  Please  feel  free  to  e-mail  me  at  either  fgerard1@maine.rr.com  or 
gfortin@spf.fairchildsemi.com  with  any  information  on  misplaced  date  varieties  in  the 
Seated  dime  series. 

This  article  would  not  have  been  possible  without  the  excellent  photographic  work 
of  Tom  Mulvaney.  His  diligent  efforts  in  photographing  subtle  die  details  on  these 
Seated  dimes  is  greatly  appreciated.  I  wish  to  thank  him  for  his  excellent  photographs 
of  the  three  misplaced  date  varieties  that  were  presented  with  this  article. 
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Liberty  Seated  Halves  For  Sale  or  Trade 

Satisfaction  guaranteed.  All  pieces  damage  free  unless  stated.  Split  grades 
noted  with  a  slash.  30  day  return  privilege.  Please  add  $5.00  for  insurance  on 
orders  under  $500.  Write  for  trades  and  for  a  complete  listing.  Over  500  halves 
for  sale  or  trade. 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1 839  ND,  XF45/40,  a  few  hairlines  . . .  $475 

1 840  PCGS  AU-50,  WB-1 01 ,  prooflike  275 
1840      Recut40,WB-102,MS-60    575 

1 840  Medium  Letters,  ANACS  XF-45 .  795 

1841  Recut1,WB-102,MS-61   1150 

1841-  0  Medium  0,  WB-1 02,  MS-60....  575 

1842  Triple  date,  WB-1 05,  MS-61  ...  865 

1842-  0  4  in  gown,  WB-1 03,  PCGS  AU-50  325 

1 843  Center  dot,  WB-1 04,  AU-55 . . . .  210 

1843  Tripled 843, XF-45, unlisted  ...  175 

1 843-  0  WB-1 01 ,  heavy  rim  cud,  XF-40  .  325 

1844  Recut18,WB-102,AU-53    235 

1844-  0  Dramatically  doubled  date, 

WB-103.XF-42    2700 

1845-  0  Triple  date,  WB-1 06,  VF-35  ....  375 

1845-  0  Recut  1 ,  XF-45,  no  drapery  ... .  195 
1846  Over  horizontal  6,  WB-1 04,  AU-55  1100 

1846-  0  Recut  6,  WB-1 02,  AU-50,  no  drapery  225 

1850      Recut  0,  WB-1 02,  AU-53    950 

1850-O  WB-101,NGCMS-64,rare  ....  1850 

1850-O  Doubled  die  obv,  AU-50    250 

1852-0  VF-35,  nice   450 

1852-0  PCGS  AU-53,  first  marriage  ...  1400 

1853  Doubled  die  rev,  XF45/40,  first  die  pair  275 

1853  Doubled  die  rev,  VF-35,  third  die  pair  225 

1855-S   VG10/VF20    475 

1855-  S   No  drapery,  AU-50+   4500 

1 856  Repunched  1 ,  WB-1 02,  XF-40 . .  275 

1856-  0  Double  date,  WB-1 02,  XF-40...  110 

1856-  S   No  drapery,  VG8/10   225 

1857  Recut  1,  AU-50-,  unlisted    195 

1857-  0  WB-1 01,  slider  MS-60-   475 

1857-0  Recut  date,  WB-1 03,  AU-53  ...  275 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1 858  Recut  8,  WB-1 03,  MS-60   $375 

1 858  85  in  denticles,  WB-1 09,  XF-42 .  375 

1858-S  WB-1 01,  MS-61    850 

1 860  Type  1  rev,  WB-1 01 ,  ANACS  AU-58  350 

1860  Type  2  rev,  AU-58    325 

1860-O  Recut  O,  WB-1 05,  AU-58    275 

1860-  S  Medium  S,  WB-1 02,  AU-53  ....  275 

1861-  0  Repunched  1 ,  MS-60   375 

1862  Proof-60,  light  hairlines   495 

1 865  WB-1 01 ,  MS-60,  nice  toning  ...  325 

1 865  Double  date,  WB-1 02,  XF-45 ...  475 

1 866  1  in  hand,  WB-1 03,  XF-48    250 

1 867-S  Recut  S,  WB-1 03,  AU-53    225 

1869  Recut  1,  WB-1 02,  MS-61   395 

1870  Recut  1,  WB-1 02,  AU-50   210 

1 871  WB-1 01 ,  Proof-63,  gold  toning  .  625 
1 871  Recut  1 8,  WB-1 03,  AU-53    225 

1 871 -  CC  PCGS  XF-40    1450 

1 872-  CC  XF-45,  blue  &  gold  toning   850 

1 873  NA,  Open  3,  PCGS  G-6    2650 

1 873  NA,  Triple  3,  WB-1 04,  AU-53  ...  250 

1 873  Quad  stripes,  WB-1 09,  XF40/45  275 

1 873  Quad  stripes,  WB-1 09,  PCGS  MS-64  3750 

1 873-  S  AU-53,  nice  gold  toning   725 

1 873-  CC  WA,  Large  CC,  WB-1 03,  AU-58 .  4500 

1 874  Large  arrows,  8  in  denticles,  XF-40  250 

1874-  S  Small  Wide  S,  WB-1 01,  AU50/55  490 
1 876  6  in  denticles,  WB-1 03,  MS-60  .  475 

1876  Center  dot,  XF-45  +   125 

1 876-S  Very  Small  s,  Type  1  rev,  MS-62  550 

1 876-  CC  Medium  CC,  WB-1 02,  MS-60  . .  425 

1 877-  S  Triple  S,  WB-1 03,  MS-61   900 

1884  8s  in  denticles,  Proof-60    525 


DickOsburn  •  LSCC#717 

17  Harbor  Lane  •  Kemah,  Texas  77565 
Telephone  (281)  334-2476 
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A  Profile  for  Uncirculated  1876-CC 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 

For  the  Carson  City  collector  who  wishes  to  purchase  mint  state  Liberty  Seated 
coinage,  the  1876-CC  half  dollar  is  a  coin  that  can  be  obtained  in  uncirculated 
condition  with  a  reasonable  amount  of  searching.  A  seventeen  year  auction  survey  of 
these  coins  showed  that  about  four  examples  of  this  date  appear  at  auction  in  mint 
state  every  year.  All  known  examples  of  the  1876-CC  half  dollar  are  of  the  tail  hub 
Variety  1  with  the  split  berry  under  the  eagle's  claw.  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert 
describe  three  mintmark  sizes  for  this  date  in  their  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dollars.  The  small,  medium  and  large  mintmark  varieties  described  in  their  book 
are  designated  WB-1 01 ,  WB-1 02  and  WB-1 03  respectively.  They  also  suggest  a  rarity 
profile  for  each  of  these  varieties  in  mint  state. 

The  overall  rarity  of  1876-CC  half  dollars  in  mint  state  regardless  of  variety  is 
estimated  to  be  R4+,  placing  the  total  population  of  mint  state  specimens  at  100  to 
1 30  pieces.  A  recent  review  of  auction  records  and  grading  service  data  supports  this 
estimate.  The  October  1998  PCGS  population  report  of  61  uncirculated  specimens 
gives  the  following  grading  profile: 

Grade       MS-60    MS-61     MS-62    MS-63    MS-64     MS-65  MS-66 

Number        7          6  19         13  9  6  1 

The  mathematical  average  of  this  distribution  is  MS-62. 5  . 

The  1876-CC  half  dollar  illustrated  with  this  article  is  a  specimen  graded  ANACS 
MS-62  that  was  purchased  as  Lot  #545  from  the  Whitney  &  Sunderland  Sale  by 
Bowers  &  Merena  Auctions  on  March  1 4-1 5, 1 994.  This  coin  is  an  example  of  the  WB- 


Mint  State  1876-CC  Half  Dollar  with 
Medium  CC  Mintmark 
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1 02  variety  that  has  frosty  devices  and  a  full  strike.  Examination  of  the  obverse  will 
show  full  details  on  each  star  and  sharp  detail  on  liberty's  hair.  Mint  state  specimens 
in  the  MS-62  to  MS-63  grades  can  be  purchased  in  the  current  market  for  $1000  to 
$2000.  Not  surprisingly,  specimens  graded  MS-65  sell  for  a  lot  more  money.  The 
James  Bennett  Pryor  specimen  in  this  grade  sold  for  $7425  at  the  Bowers  &  Merena 
auction  of  the  Pryor  collection  in  January  1996. 

The  highest  graded  1 876-CC  half  dollar  is  the  Eliasberg  specimen  conservatively 
graded  MS-66  in  the  recent  Bowers  &  Merena  auction  catalog  of  the  Eliasberg 
collection.  This  coin  sold  at  the  astronomical  price  of  $25,300  in  the  Bowers  &  Merena 
auction  in  April  1 997.  This  coin  now  resides  in  an  NGC  MS-68  holder  and  is  an  example 
of  the  WB-1 02  variety.  Needless  to  say,  this  coin  is  virtually  as  minted  and  from  a  very 
early  die  state. 

An  1 876-CC  branch  mint  proof  half  dollar  was  sold  by  Stack's  at  auction  in  January 
1 993.  This  proof  or  presentation  piece  is  an  example  of  the  WB-1 01  variety  and  was 
valued  at  $6500  at  that  time.  This  branch  mint  proof  was  confirmed  by  Walter  Breen 
and  is  unique  as  far  as  I  know. 

Interestingly,  two  or  three  1 877-CC  branch  mint  proof  half  dollars  are  also  known. 
They  are  deeply  prooflike  on  both  sides  and  have  the  Small  cc  mintmark.  For  more 
information  on  Carson  City  presentation  pieces  see  my  article  in  the  subject  in  Issue 
#65  of  the  journal. 


HALF  DIMES 

1839      MS-60+    $175 

1863-S   G-VG   19 


HALF  DOLLARS 


DIMES 

1850 
1850 
1854 
1857 
1873 


G+   

XF-AU  

G+   

AU  

With  Arrows,  AU , 

1 876-CC  VG/G  

1883     Slider  Unc  

1887-S  VF  


$8 
50 

8 
73 
195 

8 

70 
11 


QUARTERS 


1846 

1853 

1864 

1865-S 

1874 

1875-S 

1888 


AU,  repunched  date    $125 

AU-58  

VF  

G-VG,  R3+  

AU  

F-VF   

VF.R5+   


HALF  DOLLARS 

1839     No  Drapery,  ANACS  XF-40 


475 
105 
40 
270 
55 
325 

$550 


1840 

1843 

1854-0 

1858-0 

1858-0 

1858-0 

1858-S 

1863-S 

1865-S 

1869 

1873 

1873 

1873 

1873-S 

1874 

1874 

1875-S 

1877 


AU  

XF-AU  

AU55/58   

AU  

AU  

XF  

MS-60  

AU,  rotated  reverse 

XF  

VF  

With  Arrows,  AU . . . 
With  Arrows,  AU-55 
With  Arrows,  XF-AU 

AU  

Choice  XF  

XF-45   

AU  

AU-55  


$175 
80 
285 
115 
120 
60 
525 
115 
55 
47 
260 
300 
175 
470 
160 
175 
115 
130 


TRADE  DOLLARS 

1874-S   AU+/UNC   $260 

1876      AU   170 

1876-S   Unc   315 


Terms:  10  day  return  privilege.  Please  add  $3.00  on  all  orders  for  postage  and  insurance.  Grading  by 
Photograde. 

Max's  Coins  •  LSCC#1629 

5  Lido  Blvd.  #1R  •  Point  Lookout,  New  York  11569 
Telephone  (51 6)  432-6588 
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An  1877  Trade  Dollar  With  a  Doubled  Die  Obverse 

by 

Ken  Chylinski 


I  recently  became  interested  in  oriental  chopmarks  on  US  Trade  Dollars  and 
decided  to  build  a  set  of  these  interesting  pieces  from  the  19th  century.  About  six 
months  ago  I  purchased  an  1877  Trade  Dollar  in  AU  condition  with  numerous 
chopmarks  because  it  was  a  date  that  I  needed  for  my  collection.  A  detailed 
examination  of  this  coin  after  I  purchased  it  resulted  in  the  identification  of  a  strongly 
doubled  die  obverse.  This  was  a  pleasant  surprise  and  added  to  my  interest  in 
studying  these  chopmarked  coins  from  the  Trade  Dollar  series. 

Careful  examination  of  the  coin  showed  strong  doubling  on  the  1 2th  and  1 3th  stars, 
with  stronger  doubling  on  the  1 3th  star.  Further  study  showed  additional  die  doubling 
on  the  9th  through  1 1th  stars,  with  the  doubling  gradually  weakening  when  moving 
counterclockwise  from  the  1 3th  star  to  the  9th  star.  This  feature  is  a  classic  example 
of  pivoted  hub  die  doubling  with  the  doubled  area  weakening  while  moving  around 
the  die.  For  more  technical  information  on  the  different  classes  of  die  doubling  consult 
the  Cherrypickers  Guide  to  Rare  Die  Varieties  by  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton. 

Further  examination  of  the  coin  revealed  additional  die  doubling  below  the  base  of 
TRUST  on  the  ribbon  above  the  date  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  right  ribbon  end.  I  believe 
that  this  doubling  is  related  to  the  pivoted  hub  die  doubling  found  on  the  right  side 
stars  on  this  coin.  I  would  be  interested  to  know  if  other  club  members  have  seen 
examples  of  this  variety  and  I  would  be  interested  in  any  comments  that  members 
would  have  on  the  contents  of  this  article.  I  can  be  reached  as  follows:  Ken  Chylinski, 
P.O.  Box  66,  St.  Clair,  Michigan  48079. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Tom  Mulvaney  for  the  full  obverse  and  reverse  pictures  of  my 
1 877  Trade  Dollar  and  Billy  G.  Crawford  for  the  close  up  pictures  of  the  die  doubling 
on  the  obverse. 
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Die  Doubling  at  Bottom  of  Ribbon  on 
1877  Trade  Dollar 


MRP  '    ; '  Mi 

Die  Doubling  on  12th  and  13th  Stars  on 
1877  Trade  Dollar 
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New  Information  on  the  1866-S  Half  Dime 


by 

Mark  Sheldon 

Kam  Ahwash  first  described  the  blundered  obverse  die  on  the  1 866-S  half  dime  in 
1983  in  his  article  on  this  variety  that  appeared  in  Issue  #26  of  the  journal.  He 
described  the  remains  of  an  extra  1 8  to  the  left  of  the  skirt  pendant  on  the  obverse  die 
for  examples  of  this  date.  His  article  was  later  reprinted  in  Collective  Volume  Number 
Two  of  the  journal.  The  examination  of  a  mint  state  example  of  this  date  has  revealed 
that  there  are  additional  features  of  this  die  that  were  not  described  by  Ahwash  in  his 
original  article. 

I  recently  purchased  the  Byron  Reed  example  of  the  1866-S  half  dime  that  was 
graded  PCGS  MS-61 .  Upon  examination  of  the  obverse  of  this  coin  I  noticed  what 
appeared  to  be  the  base  of  two  extra  1  s  above  the  8  in  the  date.  The  upper  segment 
is  in  the  gown  to  the  right  of  the  ribbon  while  the  lower  segment  is  just  below  the  edge 
of  the  gown.  The  location  of  these  segments  does  not  seem  to  match  the  information 
provided  by  Ahwash  in  describing  this  blundered  obverse  die. 

In  his  1983  article  Ahwash  describes  the  extra  segments  on  the  blundered  die  as 
follows:  "Just  left  of  the  pendant  one  can  see  a  digit  8  punched  into  the  gown.  Only 
the  bottom  loop  of  the  digit  shows.  Just  to  the  left  of  this  8  punch  one  can  see  the 
bottom  left  base  of  a  1  punch  quite  clearly."  In  the  picture  presented  with  this  article, 
Tom  Mulvaney  does  a  wonderful  job  in  bringing  out  the  detail  of  the  second  segment 


1866-S  Half  Dime  with  Base  of  Two 
Extra  1s  in  Gown  above  8 
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just  above  the  lower  segment  highlighted  by  Ahwash  in  his  original  article.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  Ahwash  referred  to  the  "bottom  left  base  of  the  1  punch"  in 
describing  the  base  of  the  extra  1 .  This  statement  would  seem  to  more  accurately 
describe  the  upper  segment  ratherthan  the  lower  one  highlighted  by  Ahwash.  It  is  not 
clear  whether  Ahwash  described  one  segment  and  highlighted  the  other  of  simply 
described  the  lower  segment  as  the  left  base  of  an  extra  1 .  In  any  event  it  is  clear  that 
this  obverse  has  the  base  of  two  extra  1  s  in  the  die  over  the  8  in  the  date  as  well  as  the 
remains  of  the  lower  loop  of  an  extra  8  to  the  left  of  the  skirt  pendant. 

Another  area  of  interest  on  this  coin  is  the  date.  The  picture  of  this  variety  shows 
repunching  inside  the  upper  loop  of  the  8.  Extra  metal  can  also  be  seen  on  the  inner 
left  side  of  the  upper  loop  of  the  first  6.  This  could  easily  be  the  remains  of  an  earlier 
6.  The  upper  loop  of  the  second  6  is  nearly  filled  making  it  difficult  to  identify  any  earlier 
segments. 

This  has  been  a  very  interesting  obverse  die  to  study  and  I  hope  that  I  have  clarified 
any  confusion  that  has  been  created  from  earlier  descriptions  of  this  blundered  die. 
Remember,  it  always  pays  to  keep  your  eyes  open  while  examining  these  wonderful 
little  coins  and  never  take  anything  for  granted,  you  just  never  know  what  may  turn  up 
on  the  dies  of  a  1 9th  century  silver  coin. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Tom  Mulvaney  for  the  wonderful  pictures  of  my  1866-S  half 
dime  that  appeared  with  this  article.  His  skill  at  bringing  out  the  fine  detail  on  the 
surface  of  a  coin  has  made  an  article  like  this  possible. 


1866-S  Half  Dime  with 
Repunching  in  Date 
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CHOICE  SEATED  COINS 


HALF  DIMES 

1838-0  Good-4   $62 

1844-  0  VG,  Large  0   90 

1852-  0  VF   95 

1853-  0  No  Arrows,  F-1 5+    385 

1866  PCI  MS-62,  rare   650 

1867  ANACS  XF-40,  choice  original  .  625 

1868  XF-40    220 

DIMES 

1838-0  0/0,  VF,  nice   $285 

1 841  -0  VG/G,  Large  0,  Closed  bud  rev, 

old  cleaning,  rare   750 

1843-0  Ch.VF-25   220 

1845-  0  Ch.VF   175 

1846      VF-20    275 

1858-0  VF-30    85 

1862-S   Ch.VF-30   175 

1864      PCGS  VF-20    485 

1864-S   VF   75 

1867-S   VF-20    115 

1871 -CC  Ch.VF-20,  choice  original, 

problem  free   3500 

1873-CC  PCGS  VF-30,  choice  original 

surfaces   3950 

1879  VF-20    275 

1880  VG-8   165 

1880  ANACS  VF-20   230 

1881  VF-35    285 

1885-S    NGCVF-25   1150 

1 885-S   PCGS  XF-45,  choice  original, 

problem  free   2175 

QUARTERS 

1841      VF   $125 

1843-0  Large  0,  PCGS  XF-40,  rare  ... .  950 
1 849-0  PCI  VF-20,  old  cleaning,  light 

marks,  green  holder    1185 

1850     F-15   65 

1851-0  VF,  cleaned    395 


QUARTERS 

1852-  0  NGC  XF-45,  old  toning    $1875 

1857-S   VG-10   115 

1861-S   F-15   170 

1865      Ch.VF   170 

1866-S   Fine   415 

1866-S   PCGS  XF-45    1350 

1869      VF-20    435 

1 873     No  Arrows,  Open  3,  Good-6  ...  32 

1875-CC  F-12   125 

1880      VG   185 

1885      VF   260 

1890  XF-45    165 

1891-0  NGC  VF-30    535 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1841      AU-58,  prooflike   $575 

1846-0  Tall  Date,  VG    250 

1849      AU   335 

1853-  0  ANACS  VF-30   165 

1857-S  VG-10,  Mediums   80 

1 857-S  Choice  Good,  Large  S   65 

1866-S   No  Motto,  VF-20   295 

1873-CC  No  Arrows,  Good   130 

1 873-CC  With  Arrows,  Choice  Good  ....  1 20 

1878-CCGood   275 

1880     Nice  Good    195 

1882  ANACS  VF-20   325 

1883  VF30-35    325 

1889      AbtVG-7   205 

1891  ChF-15   90 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1848      PCGS  VF-35   $535 

1859-S   F-15,  old  cleaning   335 

1861      PCGSAU-50   1400 

1864      NGCVF-25    455 

1868  Good   140 

1869  VF,  sharp   235 

1873      Ch.VG   130 


TERMS:  10  day  return  privilege  for  any  reason.  Strict  grading.  Please  add  $3.00  for  postage. 
Personal  checks  must  clear.  Prices  subject  to  change. 

BUYING  NICE  SEATED  COINS. 
MANY  MORE  COINS  AVAILABLE.  PLEASE  WRITE  FOR  FULL  LISTING. 


Brian  Greer  •  LSCC#716 

P.O.  Box  151271  •  Lakewood,  Colorado  80215 
Telephone  (303)  279-6827 
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Research  Needed  on  Trade  Dollars 


Without  Period 

The  lettering  420  GRAINS,  900  FINE,  appears  in  an  arc  immediately  below  the  olive 
branch  and  arrows  on  the  reverse  of  the  United  States  Trade  Dollar.  There  is  a  period 
after  the  word  FINE  in  the  reverse  design  but  this  period  is  not  visible  on  some  coins 
in  the  series.  Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  the  reverse  of  the  1 876-CC  Trade  Dollar  with 
the  doubled  die  reverse  with  no  period  after  FINE.  Coins  without  periods  have  been 
reported  for  pieces  with  the  Type  I  reverse  for  1874  and  1876.  Coins  from  all  three 
mints  are  known  without  periods  after  FINE  but  very  limited  information  has  appeared 
on  rarity  of  these  pieces.  It  is  also  unclear  just  how  this  defect  was  transferred  to  the 
reverse  dies. 

Several  questions  need  to  be  addressed.  Does  anyone  know  what  dates  exist  in  the 
Trade  Dollar  series  without  periods  after  FINE?  How  rare  are  these  coins  as  varieties 
for  each  date?  What  caused  the  missing  periods  and  how  many  reverses  are  involved? 
Anyone  with  information  on  these  questions  is  invited  to  prepare  an  article  on  this  topic 
for  a  future  issue  of  the  journal. 

The  Editor 


1 876-CC  Trade  Dollar  With  No  Period  After  FINE 
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HALF  DIMES 

1840  No  Drapery,  AU   $145 

1840  With  Drapery,  XF   175 

1852-  0  VF   115 

1860-O  MS-60,  toned   250 

1863  Good   135 

1868  VF   160 

1872-  S  MS-60,  V-5   125 

1873-  S  XF   50 

DIMES 

1838-0  No  Stars,  VG/F   $80 

1838-0  No  Stars,  Good    35 

1842-  0  XF   225 

1843-  0  VF   250 

1845  VF,GR-103   50 

1845-0  VF   190 

1846  F/VF    325 

1847  AU,GR-103    350 

1848  XF/AU   135 

1849-0  XF   300 

1851-0  VF   80 

1853  No  Arrows,  F/VF   145 

1869  XF   105 

1872-  CC  VF,  wide  reeding    1950 

QUARTERS 

1840-O  ND,  XF/AU,  Breen  #3939    $395 

1841  XF   255 

1843-0  Small  o,VF   100 

1846  XF   115 

1853  3/4,  VF    225 

1853-  0  XF   225 

1855-0  VF   250 

1855-0  Fine   100 

1862-S  VF   250 

1865-S  VF   350 

1869-S  VF   275 

1873  With  Arrows,  XF/AU   295 

1873-  S  VF   160 

1874-  S  VF/XF   225 

1876-S  AU/BU   185 

1878-CCVF   85 

1886  Impaired  Proof   500 

1888  AU/BU   495 

1891-0  VG/F   225 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1839  No  Drapery,  VF    $90 

1840  XF/AU   195 

1841-0  XF/AU,  WB-1 02    225 

1842  VF/XF,  Medium  Date   80 

1843  VF/XF   65 

1853      VF   85 

1855-0  XF/AU   175 

1858-0  AU   195 

1858-0  XF   80 

1858-S   XF   175 

1859      VF   80 

1860-O  AU   190 

1862-S   VF/XF   75 

1863      Unc   525 

1864-S   AU   225 

1866-S   XF,  No  Motto    825 

1866-S   VG,  No  Motto   115 

1871-S   XF   80 

1871-  CCVF   600 

1872-  CC  VF   325 

1872-CC  GA/G   75 

1872-S   VF   100 

1 873     No  Arrows,  Closed  3,  VG/F  ....  60 

1873      With  Arrows,  XF/AU   275 

1874-CC  VG   400 

1876-CCXF   135 

1880     Unc   600 

1888      VF   325 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1840      VG   $195 

1842      AU   475 

1849     About  F   185 

1866      VF   395 

1873      XF   295 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1874-S   AU   $250 

1874-S   MS-60,  Medium  S    475 

1874-  CC  XF   275 

1875-  S    MS-60    495 

1875-  CC  AU   350 

1876-  S   MS-60,  Micros   495 


TERMS:  1 0  day  return  privilege.  Coins  removed  from  holder  considered  sold.  New  York  residents  add 
sales  tax.  Please  add  $4  for  postage  on  all  orders.  Checks  must  clear.  Coins  purchased  with  money  orders 
sent  out  in  48  hours. 


Ira  B.  Meltzer  •  LSCC  #1656 

P.O.  Box  1053  •  Seaford,  New  York  1 1783-0053 
Telephone  (516)  794-2845 
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Denticle  Patterns  for  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 


by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

In  Issue  #73  of  the  journal,  Craig  Sholley  presented  documentation  to  show  that 
Franklin  Peale  brought  new  technology  to  the  United  States  following  his  visit  to  the 
Paris  mint  in  1 835.  This  new  technology  would  change  the  way  that  new  coinage  dies 
were  prepared  in  the  United  States  within  a  very  short  period  of  time.  The  use  of  this 
new  technology  can  be  verified  from  features  visible  on  the  coins  struck  at  the  mint  in 
the  years  immediately  following  this  visit.  Denticle  patterns  in  particular  illustrate  some 
of  the  new  methods  that  were  introduced  into  die  preparation  at  this  time. 

This  research  began  with  a  look  at  the  denticles  on  several  1 836  lettered  edge  half 
dollars.  A  study  of  these  coins  showed  that  the  relationship  of  the  denticles  to  the 
obverse  stars  changed  on  each  obverse  die  and  that  the  number  of  denticles  varied 
from  die  to  die.  I  personally  counted  the  number  of  denticles  on  the  obverses  of  several 
Overton  varieties  of  this  date.  I  found  that  the  1836  0-1 01  obverse  had  149  denticles, 
the  1 836  0-1 06  obverse  had  1 48  denticles,  the  1 836  0-1 09  obverse  had  1 49  denticles 
and  the  1836  0-116  obverse  had  147  denticles.  This  first  hand  information  is 
supported  by  a  more  detailed  study  of  the  denticles  on  1 836  lettered  edge  half  dollars 
that  was  conducted  by  David  Finkelstein  and  published  in  the  April  1 994  issue  of  the 
John  Reich  Journal.  In  his  article  Finkelstein  showed  that  the  obverses  of  all  1836 
lettered  edge  half  dollars  have  either  147,  148  or  149  denticles.  This  information 
provides  evidence  to  show  that  the  denticles  were  added  individually  to  each  die  at 
this  time  and  that  minor  differences  in  punching  the  denticles  into  the  dies  produced 
characteristics  that  can  be  used  to  identify  each  obverse  die  of  this  type. 

The  reeded  edge  half  dollar  of  1 836  shows  evidence  of  the  newtechnology  that  was 
used  in  the  preparation  of  the  dies  atthis  time.  The  obverse  die  of  an  1 836  reeded  edge 
half  dollar  was  found  to  have  1 52  denticles.  I  next  counted  the  denticles  on  the  obverse 
of  an  1 837  reeded  edge  half  dollar  and  found  that  it  too  had  1 52  denticles.  Further 
study  showed  that  there  were  also  1 52  denticles  on  the  obverse  dies  of  1 838, 1 838- 
0, 1 839  and  1 839-0  Bust  half  dollars.  A  comparison  of  these  obverses  also  showed 
that  each  of  the  obverse  stars  had  the  same  relationship  to  the  denticles  on  all  of  the 
obverse  dies.  It  was  clear  from  this  study  that  all  of  these  obverses  were  produced  from 
a  complete  obverse  hub  with  the  stars  and  denticles  already  in  place.  The  dates  and 
the  mintmarksforthe  New  Orleans  dies  would  have  been  added  laterto  the  individual 
dies. 

The  study  of  the  reverse  dies  of  this  period  showed  similar  patterns.  The  reeded 
edge  half  dollars  of  1 836  and  1 837  have  a  reverse  with  the  denomination  50  CENTS. 
A  count  of  the  denticles  on  these  dies  showed  that  they  all  had  1 54  denticles.  Again 
the  position  of  the  denticles  relative  to  the  lettering  in  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
remained  unchanged  for  all  of  the  reverses  studied.  The  denomination  on  the  half 
dollar  was  changed  to  HALF  DOL.  in  1 838  resulting  in  the  preparation  of  new  reverse 
dies  from  a  new  reverse  hub.  A  count  of  the  denticles  on  an  1838  Bust  half  dollar 
showed  that  its  reverse  had  1 41  denticles.  A  more  extensive  study  showed  that  there 
were  141  denticles  on  the  reverses  of  the  1838, 1838-0, 1839  and  1839-0  Bust  half 
dollars.  A  comparison  of  these  dies  revealed  that  the  position  of  the  denticles  relative 
to  the  lettering  in  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  remained  unchanged  for  all  of  the 
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reverses.  This  information  confirms  the  fact  that  a  complete  reverse  hub  was  used  to 
produce  the  reverse  dies  for  the  reeded  edge  half  dollars  of  this  period  and  that  a 
second  hub  was  introduced  when  the  denomination  on  the  half  dollar  was  changed 
to  HALF  DOL  in  1838. 

This  information  provides  the  setting  for  the  introduction  of  the  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollar  in  1 839.  A  study  of  the  denticles  on  the  obverse  of  an  1 839  Seated  half  dollar 
showed  that  it  had  1 46  denticles.  This  denticle  count  was  not  difficult  to  obtain  using 
the  enlarged  picture  of  the  1 839  half  dollar  illustrated  on  the  cover  of  the  journal.  Using 
similar  pictures  I  counted  the  denticles  on  the  obverse  of  an  1847-0  half  dollar,  an 
1 855-S  half  dollar,  an  1 871  -S  half  dollar,  an  1 875-CC  half  dollar,  an  1 878-S  half  dollar 
and  an  1 887  half  dollar.  Each  of  these  coins  had  1 46  denticles  on  the  obverse.  A  more 
extensive  study  of  denticles  was  undertaken  by  Wiley  &  Bugert  for  their  reference  book 
on  Seated  half  dollars  published  in  1 993.  They  reported  in  their  book  that  all  Seated 
half  dollar  obverses  have  1 46  denticles.  Further  study  of  these  obverses  showed  that 
each  of  the  stars  has  the  same  relationship  to  the  denticles  on  all  of  the  obverse  dies. 
In  particular,  the  7th  star  to  the  left  of  Liberty's  head  and  the  8th  star  between  the  head 
and  the  cap  both  point  to  the  center  of  a  denticle  on  all  of  the  obverse  dies.  As  another 
point  of  reference,  the  1 3th  star  on  the  lower  right  points  to  the  upper  edge  of  a  denticle 
on  all  of  the  obverses. 

The  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  reverse  was  modified  slightly  from  the  Bust  reverse 
with  the  HALF  DOL.  denomination  to  produce  a  new  denticle  pattern.  A  study  of  the 
denticles  on  the  reverse  of  an  1 839  Seated  half  dollar  showed  that  it  had  1 45  denticles. 


Reverse  of  1847-0  Half  Dollar  Showing  Top  of  Second  A  in 
AMERICA  Centered  Below  Gap  Between  Two  Denticles  on 

No  Motto  Reverse  Hub 
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I  also  counted  the  denticles  on  an  1847-0  half  dollar  and  an  1855-S  half  dollar  and 
recorded  145  denticles  for  each  reverse.  I  then  counted  the  denticles  on  an  1871-S 
half  dollar  and  found  that  it  had  146  denticles.  There  were  also  146  denticles  on  the 
reverse  of  an  1 875-CC  half  dollar  and  1 46  denticles  on  the  reverse  of  an  1 878-S  half 
dollar.  The  change  to  a  1 46  denticle  reverse  occurs  with  the  change  to  the  With  Motto 
reverse  for  the  half  dollar  in  1 866.  More  extensive  research  on  these  denticle  patterns 
was  published  in  1993  by  Wiley  &  Bugert  in  their  reference  book  on  the  Seated  half 
dollar  series.  They  indicate  in  their  book  that  all  No  Motto  reverses  have  1 45  denticles 
while  all  With  Motto  reverses  after  1 866  have  1 46  denticles.  This  is  clear  evidence  to 
show  that  a  new  reverse  hub  was  created  for  the  With  Motto  reverses  in  1 866. 

A  one  denticle  difference  makes  it  difficult  to  distinguish  the  two  reverse  hubs  by 
counting  the  denticles  on  the  reverses  of  these  dies.  Fortunately  there  are  differences 
in  the  position  of  the  denticles  relative  to  the  letters  in  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
which  clearly  identify  the  dies  prepared  from  the  two  hubs.  Specifically,  the  large  letter 
No  Motto  hub  has  the  top  of  the  second  A  in  AMERICA  centered  below  the  gap 
between  two  denticles.  The  right  edge  of  the  serif  of  the  C  in  AMERICA  is  also  below 
the  gap  between  two  denticles.  This  denticle  position  can  be  seen  on  large  letter  1 45 
denticle  reverses  up  to  1866.  The  With  Motto  hub  has  the  top  of  the  second  A  in 
AMERICA  below  the  center  of  a  denticle.  The  right  edge  of  the  serif  of  the  C  in  AMERICA 
is  also  below  the  center  of  a  denticle.  This  denticle  position  can  be  seen  on  all  146 
denticle  reverses  after  1866.  The  position  of  the  CA  in  AMERICA  relative  to  the 
denticles  can  thus  be  used  to  distinguish  the  1 45  and  1 46  denticle  reverses  for  Seated 
half  dollars. 


Reverse  of  1 875-CC  Half  Dollar  Showing  Top  of  Second  A  in 
AMERICA  Below  Center  of  Denticle  on  With  Motto  Reverse  Hub 
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Interestingly  enough,  the  1 866  With  Motto  half  dollar  was  struck  from  both  1 45  and 
146  denticle  reverses.  This  is  clearly  indicated  by  the  position  of  the  second  A  in 
AMERICA  relative  to  the  denticles  on  examples  of  this  date.  It  would  appear  that  a 
punch  with  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  a  scroll  was  used  on  several  left  over  No 
Motto  reverses  and  that  these  dies  were  used  to  strike  1866  half  dollars.  This 
information  was  first  reported  by  Wiley  &  Bugert  in  1 993  in  their  reference  book  on  the 
Seated  half  dollar  series.  Examples  of  both  varieties  are  illustrated  in  consecutive  lots 
in  the  Bowers  &  Merena  catalogue  of  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection  that  was  sold 
on  January  25, 1 996.  Lots  #1 93  and  #1 94  in  that  catalogue  illustrate  examples  from 
both  reverse  hubs  for  the  1 866  With  Motto  half  dollar. 

In  their  reference  book  on  the  Seated  half  dollar  series,  Wiley  &  Bugert  claim  that 
the  1 840  half  dollar  with  the  Medium  Letters  reverse  was  struck  at  the  New  Orleans 
branch  mint  from  an  old  Bust  half  dollar  reverse  without  the  New  Orleans  mintmark. 
The  position  of  the  upper  berry  in  the  leaves  is  sufficient  evidence  to  verify  that  this  is 
indeed  a  Bust  reverse  but  the  denticle  count  adds  to  the  information  supporting  this 
claim.  The  reverse  die  for  the  1 840  Medium  Letters  half  dollar  has  1 41  denticles.  This 
denticle  count  is  different  from  that  on  any  other  Seated  half  dollar  and  matches 
perfectly  with  the  reverse  denticle  count  on  1838  and  1839  Bust  half  dollars.  This 
information  leaves  little  doubt  that  the  1840  Medium  Letters  half  dollar  is  indeed  a 
transitional  variety  between  the  Bust  and  Seated  half  dollar  series. 


Table  1 

Die  Type  for  United  States  Half  Dollars  Denticle  Count 

Capped  Bust  Obverse  for  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar  1 52 

50  CENTS  reverse  for  Bust  Half  Dollar  1 54 

HALF  DOL.  Reverse  for  Bust  Half  Dollar  1 41 

Liberty  Seated  Obverse  for  Half  Dollar  1 46 

No  Motto  Reverse  for  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  1 45 

With  Motto  Reverse  for  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  1 46 


Denticle  counts  can  also  be  used  as  evidence  in  identifying  counterfeit  Seated  half 
dollars.  An  1877  counterfeit  half  dollar  that  was  produced  from  counterfeit  dies  is 
illustrated  with  this  article.  While  the  piece  shows  a  number  of  features  that  would 
classify  it  as  a  counterfeit,  the  denticle  count  provides  additional  evidence  to  verify  that 
it  is  not  a  genuine  mint  product.  The  obverse  of  this  coin  has  1 42  denticles.  This  count 
is  four  denticles  off  from  the  count  determined  for  all  genuine  Seated  half  dollars.  The 
reverse  of  this  coin  has  1 45  denticles.  This  figure  is  off  by  one  from  the  correct  count 
for  With  Motto  reverses  of  Seated  half  dollars. 
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Counterfeit  1877  Half  Dollar  with  Incorrect  Denticle  Count 

of  Obverse  and  Reverse 

Examination  of  the  denticle  pattern  on  half  dollars  immediately  following  Franklin 
Peale's  visit  to  the  Paris  mint  in  1 835  reveals  that  a  new  technology  was  used  by  the 
mintto  produce  coinage  dies  soon  after  his  return.  It  is  clear  that  the  mint  changed  its 
procedure  for  the  application  of  the  denticles  to  coinage  dies  in  1836  with  the 
introduction  of  the  reeded  edge  half  dollar.  The  denticle  pattern  of  the  coins  produced 
at  the  mint  during  this  period  provides  evidence  to  support  this  conclusion. 
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BETTER  DATES  #45 

I  have  been  able  to  find  a  few  nice  coins  listed  below  in  spite  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  better  date 
material  in  the  current  market.  This  is  only  a  partial  listing  of  my  new  purchases.  Please  call  or  write  with 
your  want  list. 


HALF  DIMES 


1838-0 

1840-O 

1840-O 

1842 

1843 

1844-0 

1844-0 

1848 

1848 

1852-  0 

1853-  0 
1863 

1863-  S 

1864-  S 
1866-S 
1868 
1868-S 
1869 

DIMES 

1838 

1838 

1843-0 

1843-0 

1845 

1851-0 

1853 

1861-S 

1861-  S 

1862-  S 

1863-  S 
1863-S 
1871-S 
1872 

1874-  S 

1875-  CC 
1878-CC 
1879 


Good,  heavy  reverse  dent   $25 

Good,  no  drapery,  nice  gray . . . 

Good,  with  drapery  

XF,  light  gray,  lustrous   

VG,  doubled  date,  some  obv  marks 
G+,  Large  0,  nice  album  toning 
VG,  Small  o,  several  small  nicks 
VG,  Large  Date,  nice  album  toning 
VF,  Large  Date,  old  cleaning . . . 

F-VF,  nice  gray,  sharp  

VG-F,  NA,  old  pin  scratch  

Proof,  medium  gray  toning,  nice 

VF-XF,  a  few  tiny  ticks  

Good,  a  few  obverse  marks  . . . 

VG-F,  reverse  scrapes  

XF,  light  obverse  scratches .... 

VF-XF,  a  few  hidden  marks  

G+,  a  few  hidden  dents   


G-VG,  partial  drapery,  some  digs 

VF,  partial  drapery,  nice  

Good,  a  few  dents  

XF,  a  few  digs,  nice  toning  — 
XF,  cleaned,  nicely  retoned  . . . 

VG+,  nice  gray   

VG-F,  No  Arrows,  cleaned  

VG-F,  light  dents  

VG-F,  faint  obverse  scratches . . 
VF,  old  cleaning,  tiny  obv  mark 

Good,  obverse  scratches   

VF-XF,  cleaned,  retoned  

F-VF,  uneven  toning   

XF-AU,  lustrous,  nice  

G-VG,  cleaned,  retoned  

Choice  XF,  light  gray  

F/G,  some  light  scratches  — 
VG+/G,  cleaned,  retoned  


QUARTERS 

1838     F-VF,  old  cleaning,  retoned . . . 

1841      G/AG,  nice  

1 841  -0  VF,  light  gray,  some  weakness 
1844     VF-XF,  old  cleaning  


10 
24 
39 
16 
58 
40 
22 
45 
60 
190 
375 
52 
24 
12 
99 
20 
7 

$13 
80 
13 
45 
32 
18 
80 
36 
58 

140 
17 
50 
35 
40 
17 
40 
50 

200 

$30 
28 
57 
43 


QUARTERS 

1844  Choice  AU,  lightly  cleaned  

1845  XF,  lustrous   

1847     VF,  cleaned,  retoned  

1849  G-VG,  old  obverse  scratches  . . 

1850  AG-G,  gray  toning  

1855-0  F-VF,  broken  0   

1864  VF-XF,  old  cleaning,  retoned  . . 

1 865  Good,  deep  original  toning  

1865      F-VF,  flat  spot  on  leg  

1 865-S   F,  medium  album  toning  

1875-CC  G-VG,  some  light  rim  bumps  . . 

1875-CC  F,  some  roughness  

1885  AU-UNC,  old  cleaning,  lustrous 
1889     XF,  old  cleaning  

HALF  DOLLARS 

1 839  WD,  VF,  cleaned,  retoned  

1 840-O  F-VF,  Large  0,  some  old  marks 

1 845-0  Good,  WB-1 04,  small  rim  bump 

1851-  0  F-VF,  cleaned,  retoning  

1 852-  0  Good,  toned,  old  pin  scratches 

1 852-0  XF,  cleaned,  scratches  on  eagle 

1 860  VF-XF,  cleaned,  a  few  rim  ticks . 

1860  Choice  XF,  cleaned,  retoned  . . 

1 861  -0  F,  WB-1 02,  confederate  obv  . . . 
1 861  -0  VF,  WB-1 02,  confederate  obv  . . 

1863  XF,  old  cleaning,  retoned  

1 873-S  Good,  rim  cut,  scratches  

1873-S  VF-XF,  cleaned,  retoned  

1878-CC  Fair,  heavy  wear  


SEATED  DOLLARS 

1841  F,  cleaned,  retoned,  a  few  marks 

1842  VF-XF,  cleaned,  retoned,  sharp 

1 843  XF,  original  gray  &  gold  toning  . 
1846-0  Good,  old  scratches  

1860  XF,  old  cleaning   380 

1861  XF-AU,  old  light  cleaning,  sharp  1150 

1866     G-VG,  old  cleaning    150 

1866      F-VF,  old  light  cleaning   265 


$95 
55 
37 
12 
17 
95 
170 
50 
130 
180 
50 
50 
365 
330 

$65 
43 
65 
65 
45 
195 
70 
85 
275 
325 
110 
22 
170 
125 

$145 
210 
275 
85 


TRADE  DOLLARS 

1 873-  CC  XF,  deep  toning,  holed  at  3  o'clock .  $1 40 

1 874-  CC  XF,  old  cleaning,  retoning   200 

1875-  CC  VF,  cleaned,  plugged  at  9  o'clock  60 

Terms:  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine.  ANA  grading.  Please  add  $3.00  for  postage  on  all  orders.  Ten  day 
return  privilege  for  coins  in  original,  unopened  holders.  Layaway  service  available.  Want  lists  solicited. 
Always  buying  better  date  material  and  varieties. 


P.O.  Box  705 


Harry  E.  Smith  •  LSCC  #566 

South  San  Francisco,  CA  94083  •  Phone  (650)  583-9908 
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More  on  the  Rarity  of  Carson  City  Seated  Dollars 

Weimar  White  defined  a  procedure  for  estimating  the  number  of  Carson  City  Liberty 
Seated  dollars  that  exist  in  grades  from  VG  to  Mint  State  in  his  article  on  the  rarity  of 
these  pieces  in  Issue  #73  of  the  journal.  The  author  stated  that  he  preferred  to  obtain 
his  estimates  using  a  reference  coin  such  as  the  1870-S  dollar  instead  of  using 
information  obtained  from  memory  or  by  using  second  hand  information  obtained 
from  other  collectors  and  dealers.  He  also  stated  that  my  estimates  for  the  total 
number  of  surviving  examples  of  each  date  came  closest  to  the  estimates  that  he 
obtained  for  the  Carson  City  dates  in  the  series. 

I  have  carefully  reviewed  Table  2  estimating  the  number  of  surviving  Carson  City 
Liberty  Seated  dollars  by  grade  that  appeared  in  the  White  article  in  Issue  #73  of  the 
journal.  I  believe  that  the  estimates  provided  by  the  author  for  surviving  specimens  are 
not  accurate  and  that  they  could  mislead  a  collector  who  is  considering  the  purchase 
of  one  of  these  coins.  I  believe  that  the  author  has  reached  some  unrealistic  conclusions 
about  the  number  of  pieces  that  exist  in  some  of  the  grades  listed  in  the  table.  For 
example,  he  estimates  that  more  1 873-CC  Seated  dollars  exist  in  mint  state  than  in  the 
well  circulated  grade  of  VG,  with  four  estimated  to  exist  in  mint  state  and  only  three  in 
VG.  He  estimates  that  almost  twice  as  many  1 872-CC  dollars  exist  in  the  AU  to  MS  grades 
than  in  the  VG  to  Fine  grades,  with  a  total  of  30  in  AU  to  Mint  State  and  only  1 8  in  grades 
from  VG  to  Fine.  He  estimates  that  more  than  four  times  as  many  1 870-CC  dollars  exist 
in  XF  than  in  the  VG  grade,  with  80  estimated  to  exist  in  XF  and  only  17  in  the  well 
circulated  grade  of  VG.  He  estimates  that  nearly  as  many  1 870-CC  dollars  exist  in  mint 
state  as  in  the  grade  of  VG,  with  1 6  estimated  to  exist  in  Mint  State  and  1 7  estimated  for 
the  grade  of  VG.  I  believe  that  more  Carson  City  dollars  exist  in  the  lower  circulated 
grades  than  the  author  has  indicated.  Furthermore,  his  article  provides  tables  for  the 
number  of  existing  pieces  for  each  date  from  VG  to  MS  but  itdoesn't  mention  the  number 
of  pieces  that  might  be  available  in  grades  of  Good  or  less. 

I  have  been  a  student  of  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series  for  over  twenty  years.  My 
estimates  for  the  number  of  pieces  that  exist  for  each  date  were  based  upon 
information  obtained  by  keeping  careful  records  of  actual  specimens  seen  at  over  1 00 
coin  shows  and  by  reviewing  the  descriptions  and  illustrations  in  hundreds  of  auction 
catalogs.  Observations  made  from  carefully  prepared  records  is  not  information 
obtained  from  memory  and  data  gathered  by  counting  Carson  City  Seated  dollars  in 
dealercases  at  coin  shows  is  not  second  hand  information.  I  have  personally  examined 
more  than  70  different  low  grade  1 870-CC  dollars  in  grades  from  Good  to  Fine.  At  the 
recent  Michigan  State  Convention  in  Dearborn  in  November  1998,  I  examined  six 
different  1 870-CC  dollars,  five  in  the  VG  to  Fine  range  and  one  graded  XF. 

The  1 870-S  dollar  is  a  very  rare  date  in  the  Seated  dollar  series  that  would  sell  for 
a  price  of  $60,000  to  $600,000  depending  on  grade.  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  accept  the 
conclusions  obtained  from  White's  procedure  because  he  compared  auction  appear- 
ances of  the  1870-S  dollar  to  appearances  of  coins  that  would  sell  for  only  a  few 
thousand  dollars,  or  for  as  little  as  several  hundred  dollars  when  considering  the  price 
of  a  low  grade  1 870-CC  dollar.  Comparisons  were  made  between  appearances  of  the 
1 870-S  dollar  that  is  almost  exclusively  sold  at  auction  to  appearances  of  the  Carson 
City  dollars  that  are  frequently  sold  over  the  counter  by  dealers  at  major  coin  shows, 
especially  in  the  lower  circulated  grades.  I  must  raise  some  questions  about  the 
validity  of  the  conclusions  reached  using  data  obtained  from  this  method. 

John  Kroon 
LSCC  #472 
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Is  Cherrypicking  an  Appropriate  Way  to  Buy  Coins? 

by 

Jack  White 

With  an  increase  in  the  popularity  of  Liberty  Seated  varieties  and  with  many  of  these 
varieties  rapidly  increasing  in  value,  I  would  like  to  offer  my  opinion  on  the  practice  of 
cherrypicking.  This  activity  is  defined  to  be  the  practice  of  buying  unidentified  rare 
varieties  from  collectors  or  dealers  at  no  additional  cost  over  the  listed  price  for  a  coin 
of  that  date.  Editorials  have  appeared  in  the  numismatic  literature  in  recent  years 
commenting  on  this  activity.  The  issue  is  whether  cherrypicking  is  an  ethical  practice 
and  heated  debates  have  been  held  on  how  a  collector  should  go  about  it.  I  would  like 
to  add  a  few  thoughts  on  the  subject  as  a  part  time  dealer  and  a  variety  collector.  I  can 
see  both  sides  of  the  issue  in  my  dual  role  as  dealer  and  collector  but  I  take  the  part 
of  the  buyer  in  nearly  all  situations.  I  would  first  like  to  examine  the  issue  of  how  a  variety 
collector  should  conduct  himself  while  searching  for  varieties  to  add  to  his  collection. 

The  knowledgeable  collector  has  usually  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  studying  coins 
and  has  extensive  information  available  to  him  indicating  what  to  look  for  when 
searching  for  rare  varieties.  But  the  collector  should  not  use  reference  books  or 
notebooks  to  assist  him  in  identifying  varieties  on  the  bourse  floor.  A  small  set  of  notes 
is  certainly  acceptable  but  anything  beyond  that  will  alert  the  dealer  to  the  fact  that  the 
collector  is  looking  for  varieties.  If  a  dealer  sees  a  reference  book,  he  is  not  likely  to 
give  the  collector  his  best  price.  It  is  also  important  for  the  collector  to  keep  his 
reference  material  from  obstructing  the  view  of  other  coins.  The  dealer  is  paying  a  fee 
to  display  his  coins  and  should  not  have  them  hidden  from  the  view  of  other  potential 
customers. 

Most  collectors  attend  a  circuit  of  shows  in  their  area  where  they  see  the  same 
dealers  on  a  regular  basis.  After  a  period  of  time  a  collector  will  have  a  good  idea  on 
the  kind  of  material  stocked  by  each  dealer  and  have  developed  an  opinion  on  the 
personality  of  these  dealers.  Some  dealers  will  be  skipped  over  on  the  bourse  floor 
because  they  stock  material  that  is  not  of  interest  to  the  collector.  In  other  cases,  the 
collector  may  have  to  deal  with  the  personality  of  the  dealerthat  he  encounters.  I  have 
met  some  of  the  nicest  people  that  I  know  behind  bourse  tables  but  I  have  also 
encountered  a  number  of  unfriendly  dealers.  I  rarely  do  business  with  the  unfriendly 
dealer  unless  he  has  a  coin  in  his  case  that  I  cannot  live  without. 

A  lot  of  dealers  frown  on  the  collector  who  comes  to  his  table  looking  for  varieties 
while  other  potential  customers  are  waiting  for  service.  If  you  spend  20  minutes  at  a 
table  and  look  at  hundreds  of  coins  before  purchasing  a  $3  item,  the  dealer  will  be 
justifiably  annoyed  that  you  have  taken  up  too  much  of  his  time.  If  you  do  this  too  many 
times,  you  may  find  that  you  will  not  be  welcomed  back  atthe  dealer's  table.  I  will  often 
purchase  a  coin  that  I  don't  really  want  just  to  patronize  the  dealer  frequently  enough 
so  that  I  will  have  the  option  of  returning  to  view  his  coins  at  a  later  date.  This  practice 
is  beneficial  in  the  long  run.  Of  course,  I  am  always  willing  to  spend  big  money  for  the 
right  prize  if  I  can  find  it. 

I  have  never  been  able  to  understand  why  some  dealers  are  so  opposed  to 
cherrypicking.  If  a  dealer  buys  a  coin  for  $40  and  sells  it  for  $60,  he  has  made  his  profit 
on  the  coin.  Why  should  he  care  if  the  coin  is  worth  $60,  $80  or  $500?  If  a  dealer  doesn't 
know  the  true  value  of  his  own  material,  he  can  either  take  the  time  to  learn  how  to 
identify  the  varieties  himself  or  hire  someone  who  will  do  it  for  him. 
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Sometimes  cherrypicking  can  make  a  sale  for  a  dealer  that  he  otherwise  wouldn't 
have  made.  A  few  years  ago  I  attended  an  auction  where  the  majority  of  the  lots  were 
owned  by  a  single  dealer.  One  lot  contained  a  rare  variety  that  had  not  been  properly 
identified.  The  coin  was  graded  MS-60  and  it  was  placed  in  reserve  at  a  minimum  bid. 
I  felt  that  the  coin  graded  AU-55  at  best  and  subsequently  learned  that  the  piece  was 
graded  AU-50  by  ANACS.  This  dealer  had  a  reputation  for  over  grading  his  coins  so 
I  have  no  doubt  that  he  paid  an  AU  price  for  it.  Offering  the  coin  as  uncirculated  is 
certainly  not  an  uncommon  or  unethical  practice,  especially  at  auction.  Grading  is, 
after  all,  only  an  opinion.  I  was  the  only  interested  bidder,  purchasing  the  lot  at  the 
minimum  bid  price.  If  I  had  not  realized  that  the  coin  was  a  rare  variety  and 
cherrypicked  it  in  the  auction,  the  dealer  would  not  have  made  the  sale  and  would 
probably  have  had  to  wholesale  the  coin  a  few  months  later.  As  it  turned  out,  he 
probably  made  as  much  money  on  the  coin  as  I  did. 

One  editorial  that  I  read  recently  condemned  cherrypicking  by  the  collector.  The 
author  felt  that  it  was  proper  to  inform  the  dealer  that  he  owned  a  rare  variety  and 
indicate  to  him  what  value  the  variety  should  bring.  He  went  on  to  say  that  most  dealers 
would  thank  the  collector  for  pointing  this  out  to  them.  This  author  must  not  be  buying 
coins  from  the  same  dealers  that  I  see  on  bourse  floors.  Most  of  the  dealers  that  I  know 
couldn't  care  less  about  the  variety  of  a  coin.  They  will  simply  quote  you  a  price  and 
ask  you  whether  you  want  it  or  not. 

Oh,  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  the  modern  collector. 


•  •  • 


LSCC  Spring  Regional  Meeting 

LSCC  will  hold  a  regional  meeting  of  the  club  at  the  Central  States  Convention  that 
will  be  held  at  the  Midwest  Express  Center  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  from  April  23-25, 
1 999.  The  club  meeting  will  be  held  at  9:00AM  on  Friday  April  23, 1 999.  The  meeting 
will  be  held  in  Room  202B  at  the  Midwest  Express  Center. 

The  purpose  of  this  meeting  will  be  to  provide  LSCC  members  with  an  opportunity 
to  discuss  Seated  coinage  and  to  present  information  on  future  club  activities.  You 
might  want  to  use  this  meeting  as  an  opportunity  to  show  other  club  members 
interesting  or  unusual  Seated  coins  that  you  have  purchased  over  the  years.  Copies 
of  the  Collective  Volumes  will  be  available  for  review  and  purchase  at  the  meeting. 

The  26th  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  108th 
Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  this  summer  in 
Chicago,  Illinois.  Further  details  on  this  meeting  will  be  announced  in  future  publica- 
tions by  the  club. 

The  Editor 
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Liberty  Seated  Design  Proposal  Presented  to 
Dollar  Coin  Advisory  Committee 

On  June  8, 1 998 1  had  the  opportunity  to  present  my  Liberty  Seated  design  proposal 
to  the  United  States  Dollar  Coin  Advisory  Committee.  This  committee  was  formed 
under  the  direction  of  Treasury  Secretary  Robert  E.  Rubin  to  recommend  a  design 
concept  for  the  new  one  dollar  coin.  Philip  Diet,  the  Director  of  the  United  States  Mint, 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  meeting  to  review  design  proposals  that  was  held  at 
the  Federal  Reserve  building  in  Philadelphia.  Atotal  of  nineteen  presenters  made  their 
case  for  the  design  they  felt  should  appear  on  the  new  dollar  coin.  I  was  speaker 
number  eleven  and  made  a  five  minute  presentation  on  my  Liberty  Seated  design. 

The  advisory  committee  decided  to  select  Sacajewea,  the  young  Indian  guide  to 
the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition,  as  the  subject  for  the  obverse  design  on  the  new 
dollar  coin.  It  had  already  been  determined  that  the  reverse  would  represent  some 
form  of  the  United  States  eagle.  My  Liberty  Seated  design  was  not  selected  by  the 
committee,  but  it  was  very  well  received  and  was  perhaps  among  the  final  few  that 
were  being  considered. 

The  Liberty  Seated  design  illustrated  with  this  article  was  presented  to  the 
advisory  committee  together  with  some  arguments  for  the  use  of  Liberty  on  a 
circulating  United  States  coin.  This  presentation  included  the  following  reasons  for 
the  use  of  this  new  design. 

Liberty  has  been  used  successfully  on  the  coinage  of  the  United  States  since  the 
mint  was  established  and  is  symbolic  of  the  very  ideals  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
those  being  Liberty,  Freedom  and  Justice  for  all.  Miss  Liberty  is  well  known  and  has 
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universal  appeal  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  other  countries.  She  stands  for 
the  freedom  and  rights  of  all  people,  regardless  of  race,  religion  or  status.  Using  a 
small  child  with  Miss  Liberty  adds  a  great  deal  of  dimension  to  the  design.  This 
concept  focuses  not  only  on  the  past  and  present,  but  emphasizes  our  commitment 
to  the  future  of  our  great  nation.  The  child  represents  all  of  our  nation's  children  in  our 
hopes  and  dreams  as  well  as  our  responsibility  to  guide  and  direct  them  into  the  new 
millennium.  This  image  carries  the  message  that  destiny  is  not  determined  by  chance, 
but  rather  accomplished  by  careful  planning  and  concern  for  the  future. 

Other  attributes  of  this  design  show  an  emphasis  on  the  earth,  the  sea  and  the  sun 
which  symbolize  our  nation's  concern  and  responsibility  to  preserve  our  natural 
resources  for  today  and  for  our  future.  A  small  olive  branch  clutched  in  the  hand  of  the 
young  child  is  an  expression  of  our  desire  for  peace  today  and  for  future  generations. 
All  of  these  design  elements  have  been  brought  together  in  a  beautiful  and  elegant 
design. 

I  thought  that  LSCC  members  would  be  interested  in  the  presentation  that  was 
made  in  support  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  on  a  circulating  coin  for  the  new 
millennium. 

Jim  Macor 
LSCC  #1727 

f  "  ^ 

TRUST  ESTATE  SALE 

HALF  DIME 

1 873    Proof-64,  premium  quality,  gold  and  blue  toning 

DIME 

1886    Proof-64,  premium  quality,  blue  and  red  toning  on  obverse 

QUARTER 

1862    Proof-64,  premium  quality,  gold  and  red  toning 

HALF  DOLLAR 

1 865    Proof-65,  premium  quality,  light  gold  with  blue  tones 

SEATED  DOLLAR 

1 872    Proof-65,  premium  quality,  light  gold  toning 

Offers  and  interested  inquiries  are  welcome. 

Finis  C.  Myers,  Trustee  •  LSCC  #1553 

Telephone  (909)  678-7082  •  FAX  (909)  678-441 0 


47 


A  Counterfeit  1860-S  Half  Dollar 

by 

Brian  Greer 


Presented  with  this  article  are  pictures  of  what  appears  to  be  a  major  new  discovery 
in  the  Seated  half  dollar  series.  This  coin  is  an  1 860-S  half  dollar  with  the  digit  0  in  the 
date  nicely  repunched  over  a  4.  Unfortunately,  this  piece  is  not  a  genuine  mint 
product.  Instead  it  is  a  struck  contemporary  counterfeit  made  during  the  1 9th  century 
to  circulate  as  a  genuine  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar.  Most  likely  it  is  made  of  German 
silverorsome  similar  composition.  Withoutacloseexamination  this  piece  could  easily 
fool  even  a  serious  Liberty  Seated  collector. 

A  study  of  the  die  characteristics  of  this  counterfeit  coin  reveals  some  problems  with 
the  design.  The  F  in  HALF  and  the  L  in  DOL  are  boldly  repunched  and  several  other 
letters  are  filled  or  slightly  misshapen.  A  spur  on  the  upper  left  edge  of  the  D  in  DOL 
matches  the  spur  on  genuine  1864-S  half  dollars  with  the  Large  S  mintmark.  This 
information  leads  me  to  believe  that  a  genuine  1 864-S  half  dollar  was  used  to  make 
counterfeit  dies  and  that  a  0  was  engraved  over  the  4  in  the  date.  Perhaps  the  4  did 
not  show  up  strongly  enough  on  the  counterfeit  die  resulting  in  a  desire  to  strengthen 
this  digit.  It  is  unclear  why  the  date  would  have  been  changed  to  an  earlier  year  while 
working  on  the  die.  Has  anyone  seen  another  example  of  this  interesting  product  of 
the  19th  century? 

Over  the  years  I  have  seen  other  contemporary  counterfeits  that  represented  dates 
or  varieties  that  do  not  exist.  A  few  of  these  that  come  to  mind  are  an  1 838-0  Small  o 
dime,  an  1838-0  with  stars  dime,  an  1839-0  Medium  O  dime,  an  1842  dime  with  a 
closed  bud  reverse,  an  1 846-0  dime,  an  1 874  dime  without  arrows  and  an  1 841  half 
dollar  with  a  Medium  Letters  reverse.  Some  of  these  pieces  were  crudely  made  but 
others  were  good  counterfeits  and  would  have  circulated  freely  during  the  19th 
century. 

James  Skwarek  wrote  about  three  phantom  half  dimes  in  his  article  in  Issue  #20 
of  the  journal.  These  are  Liberty  Seated  coins  that  were  once  thought  to  exist  but  are 
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1860-S  Counterfeit  Half  Dollar  with 
0  Over  4  in  Date 


1860-S  Counterfeit  Half  Dollar  with 
Repunched  Letters  in  HALF  DOL. 
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not  now  known  in  any  collection.  These  coins  are  an  1 837-0  half  dime,  an  1 838-0  half 
dime  with  obverse  stars  and  an  1 871  -S  half  dime  with  mintmark  below  the  wreath.  A.G. 
Heaton  also  wrote  about  the  first  two  of  these  phantom  pieces  in  his  treatise  on  the 
United  States  branch  mints  first  published  in  1893. 1  have  often  wondered  if  Heaton 
and  others  in  the  19th  century  had  actually  seen  these  varieties  or  just  reported  on 
what  other  individuals  had  described  to  them. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Tom  Mulvaney  for  the  excellent  pictures  of  the  counterfeit  1860- 
S  half  dollar.  His  pictures  clearly  showthe  overdate  on  the  obverse  and  the  misshapen 
letters  on  the  reverse.  These  pictures  provide  the  documentation  necessary  to  identify 
this  piece  as  a  counterfeit  coin. 


♦ 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

I  was  very  gratified  to  learn  that  I  had  won  the  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  Literary  Award  for 
1 998. 1  sincerely  appreciate  the  votes  that  I  received  from  my  fellow  club  members  for 
my  contribution  to  the  journal.  At  the  same  time  I  would  like  to  encourage  other 
members  to  contribute  material  for  publication.  We  all  have  something  to  offer, 
something  to  contribute  to  the  available  information  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  Just 
pick  up  your  pen  and  write  about  your  experiences  while  collecting  Liberty  Seated 
coinage.  You  could  be  the  winner  of  the  Ahwash  award  for  1999. 

Harry  Salyards 
LSCC  #505 

I  have  carefully  studied  Weimar  White's  article  estimating  the  number  of  existing 
Carson  City  Liberty  Seated  dollars  that  appeared  in  Issue  #73  of  the  journal.  I  believe 
that  the  methodology  he  used  in  this  article  may  have  led  to  a  significant  underesti- 
mate of  the  number  of  surviving  1870-CC  dollars.  He  used  the  1870-S  dollar  as  a 
reference  coin  by  calculating  a  ratio  of  the  number  of  known  specimens  of  this  date 
to  the  number  of  auction  appearances  of  this  date  over  a  period  of  sixteen  years.  He 
then  used  this  ratio  to  estimate  the  number  of  surviving  specimens  for  each  of  the  four 
Carson  City  Seated  dollars.  The  problem  with  this  methodology  is  that  coins  of 
different  dates  do  not  appear  at  auction  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  pieces  that  exist. 
Famous  coins  such  as  the  1804  and  1870-S  dollars  appear  in  major  auctions  with 
some  regularity,  while  many  common  date  coins  from  the  20th  century  are  never 
auctioned.  This  does  not  imply  that  these  20th  century  coins  are  rare.  Generally 
speaking,  the  more  famous  and  rare  a  coin  is,  the  more  likely  it  is  to  be  sold  at  auction. 
The  more  common  a  coin  is,  the  less  likely  it  is  to  be  sold  at  auction. 
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An  1870-CC  dollar  is  not  common  but  it  is  much  more  available  and  much  less 
expensive  than  the  1870-S  dollar.  White  pointed  out  in  his  article  that  the  1870-CC 
dollar  in  AU  from  the  Pittman  sale  sold  for  $7700,  but  coins  of  this  date  in  VG  can  be 
found  for  less  than  $400.  Coins  in  lower  grades  and  those  that  are  less  expensive  are 
more  likely  to  be  sold  through  conventional  retail  channels.  I  don't  believe  that  a  large 
number  of  1 870-CC  dollars  exist,  but  I  do  believe  that  the  number  of  existing  pieces 
is  substantially  higher  than  the  225  estimated  by  White  in  his  article. 

Charles  Barr 
LSCC#1630 

At  the  ANA  Convention  in  Portland  last  summer,  Indian  cent  expert  Rick  Snow 
showed  me  an  AU  example  of  an  1 857  Seated  quarter  with  a  reverse  clash  from  an 
1 857  Flying  Eagle  cent  die.  He  mentioned  that  there  were  only  afew  known  examples 
of  this  variety.  These  clash  marks  are  illustrated  in  the  Cherrypickers  Guide  by  Fivaz 
and  Stanton  and  a  picture  of  this  reverse  appeared  in  Issue  #72  of  the  journal. 

While  still  at  the  convention,  I  picked  up  an  1 857  quarter  in  a  dealer  junk  box  that 
appeared  to  have  the  same  clash  marks  Rick  Snow  had  shown  me  only  a  few  hours 
earlier.  I  showed  the  coin  to  Bill  Fivaz  and  he  confirmed  that  it  was  an  1 857  quarter  with 
the  interdenominational  clash  from  a  Flying  Eagle  cent  die.  This  coin  now  resides  in 
an  SEGS  holder  graded  VF-20  with  a  Briggs  6-F  FS#006  designation. 

Michael  S.  Fey 
LSCC#1517 

I  enjoyed  your  article  on  the  1842  half  dollar  with  the  Small  Letters  reverse  that 
appeared  in  lssue#72  of  the  journal.  I  thought  that  the  article  was  very  well  done  and 
the  presentation  of  the  Small  Letters  and  Large  Letters  reverses  on  opposite  pages 
was  very  effective. 

Jack  White 
LSCC#1497 

I  read  with  great  interest  Weimar  White's  article  on  estimating  the  number  of 
existing  Carson  City  Liberty  Seated  dollars  that  appeared  in  Issue  #73  of  the  journal. 
I  believe  however  that  he  may  have  underestimated  the  number  of  these  Carson  City 
dollars  that  exist  in  the  lower  circulated  grades.  I  own  a  complete  set  of  low  grade 
Carson  City  Liberty  Seated  dollars  that  I  purchased  privately  from  W.R.  Fanning  over 
20  years  ago,  a  set  that  was  purchased  by  him  over  40  years  ago.  Knowing  the  history 
of  my  coins,  I  believe  it  is  likely  that  there  are  many  other  examples  of  these  dates  that 
have  not  traded  publicly  during  the  last  16  years.  White's  figures  would  be  more 
convincing  if  examples  of  these  Carson  City  dollars  not  publicly  traded  during  this 
period  could  be  reported  by  club  members  in  a  Seated  dollar  survey.  This  information 
would  give  us  a  better  idea  of  the  accuracy  of  his  figures  and  help  us  decide  whether 
his  estimates  need  to  be  revised. 

Bill  Sloan 
LSCC  #892 
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Several  weeks  ago  I  found  myself  at  a  local  coin  shop  where  the  conversation  turned 
to  the  bullion  trade  were  90%  silver  coins  normally  trade  in  bags  of  a  fixed  face  value. 
We  wondered  just  how  much  the  buyer  would  lose  if  a  bag  contained  a  large  proportion 
of  worn  silver  coins.  The  basic  question  was,  just  how  much  underweight  are  worn 
silver  coins?  We  weighed  a  batch  of  Franklin  half  dollars  in  grades  from  VF  to  BU  and 
found  that  all  of  them  were  within  legal  tolerance,  with  most  of  them  on  the  low  side. 
We  then  weighed  a  batch  of  Washington  quarters  in  grades  from  VG  to  BU.  We  found 
that  coins  in  grades  of  VF  and  higher  were  within  legal  tolerance  while  coins  grading 
VG  and  below  were  underweight.  We  next  found  a  tray  of  low  grade  Liberty  Seated 
coins  which  included  some  that  had  been  worn  nearly  slick.  We  found  that  silver  coins 
that  grade  VF  or  better  are  within  the  legal  tolerance.  Coins  that  grade  Good  to  VG  are 
about  5%  underweight  while  coins  that  grade  AG  and  lower  are  about  10%  under- 
weight. We  were  surprised  by  the  results  of  this  study.  Worn  coins  are  much  thinner 
than  uncirculated  ones  and  we  assumed  that  there  would  be  a  greater  weight  loss. 

Michael  E.  Ontko 
LSCC#1585 

I  enjoyed  your  article  on  the  appreciation  of  Liberty  Seated  coins  from  the  Pittman 
Collection  that  appeared  in  Issue  #73  of  the  journal.  The  collector  has  a  much  better 
understanding  of  profits  from  the  sale  of  coins  if  the  appreciation  is  calculated  in 
constant  dollars  or  in  relative  purchasing  power.  It  provides  for  a  much  better  analysis 
of  why  some  coins  have  performed  better  than  others  in  the  auction. 

Maurice  Rosen  makes  some  very  good  points  in  his  comments  on  price  apprecia- 
tion in  Issue  #73  of  the  journal.  However  his  points  are  like  taxes,  where  each 
individual  has  a  different  profile  for  travel  expenses,  insurance  and  other  costs  in 
maintaining  a  collection.  If  one  looks  at  coin  collecting  strictly  as  an  investment,  all  the 
enjoyment  is  taken  out  of  the  activity  as  a  hobby.  The  main  factors  to  consider  in  my 
opinion  should  be  the  total  cost  of  the  coin,  the  net  amount  of  money  received  from 
the  sale  of  the  coin  and  the  effects  of  inflation  on  the  price  realized.  The  return  needs 
to  be  calculated  in  constant  dollars  to  fully  appreciate  the  profit  realized  upon  the  sale 
of  the  coin. 

Weimar  White 
LSCC  #660 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

|_iB€RTy  Seated  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □  HALF  DOLLARS  □        DOLLARS  □  ALL  SEATED  □ 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $1 5.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $1 5.00  to: 
Scott  Grieb    •    P.O.  Box  776 
Crystal  Lake,  Illinois  60039-0776 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seemsthat  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnec- 
essary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  change  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1839  With  Drapery  Proof  Half  Dollar 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating 
it  on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


